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,(){} J(IU/111'1 I )crnrla 

will quote lllysclf wlH'JH·vcr you have not done so or whenever you 
111;u1ip11L11c 1hc quotations: 

Vor n1w 11111st 1101 forget that. altho11gh racial segregation didn't 
w;11t !nr ilH' name a/1arlhtul to come along. the name became order's 
wa!l /1111m d ;111d won its title in the political code of South Africa 
,nily ,ll the t'tHl ol the Second World War. At a time when all 
r;H is111s ,,11 1l1c Lice ol the earth were condemned. it was in the 
wo1 Id's L I! c· t \ i ;1t t lie National party dared to campaign "ji1r thr' 
.11'//1/m/1' r/1';1l'loj111U'nl of i:ru)1 mo' rn lh1• p,ni,i,rrajlhir w111i assig11,1•d lo it." 
I l'p. T\0-:) 11 

1'1 1 is ,c11tc1H c, arno11g other.,. gives a clear cnot1gh indication, I hope, 
oltlK histmxal co11ccn1 with which I approached the question in general. 
.111d the question of the name a/Hlrlhl'irl in particular. 

And while we're on 1 he subjccl or this word, I would like to understand 
th<' mca11ing ol a certain "hut" in a passage I am going to cite at. length. 
Its logi< tot.illy escapes ml'. You write: 

l"lw word a/1(/rlheul was coined by (;cneral .Jan Smuts at the 
Savoy Hotel. London on '1.7 May 1917 [ I knew it was in London, 
hut I tlirn1ght it was at the Loni Russell Hotel. Arc you sure about 
I IH' Savoy? ( :heck it. This is one point of history 011 which you 
would have taught me sorncthi11g.] but had barely any currency 
until it rose to prominence as the rallying cry of the Nationalist 
party's victorious electoral campaign of 1948. [This is exactly2 what 
I was tTc,tlli11g, incorrigible historian that I am, in the sentence I 
just cited ;tl)()vc. Yo11 might have mentioned that.] Derrida has 
rcllected 011 the word's "sinister renown," hut !my emphasis,J. D.] 
as far hack as the mid-fifties the South Africans themselves began 
to rccog11in· that the term a/1arllwid had become s11flicicntly stig
matitcd to be ostentatiously retired. [P. '.·HO\ 

So whnl? j 1 11 English in the text.] Why this "hut"? Has the word af1artlwid
clL1ccd its "sinister renown" because the South Africans wanted to retire 
it from circulation and precisely because of its "sinister renown"? It so 
happens that in spite of t heir efforts to "retire" this "sufficiently stigmatized" 
term. the renown has not heen effaced: it has gotten more and more 
sinister. f'his is history, this is the relation between words and history. 
It\ th<' thing and the concept they should have retired. and notjust the 
word. d they had wanted to put an end to the "sinister renown." So why 
this "hut'') What objection is it making? Should I have said nothing about 

'2 I i;111sL11"1 ·s 110H·.···•-Tl ll' t·xa, ln<·ss is s1ill 11Hll'<' s11·iki11g when one recalls thal Derrida's 
tt'rm mo/ ,/'mdr". 1r.insl.11cd as "w ;,l<hwont," could also have hccn rendered hy McCli111ock's 
;ind :\iixo11·s 11·1rn: "rallying ny." 

liut. hr·wnu/ . . . J()i 

the "sinister renown" because the So11th African Nationalists d(Tlll<'d it 
advisable to clean 11p their lexicon? 

The unfortt1natc thing is that yo11r entire text is organized ;iro11 11d 
the incredible "logic." if one Gill call it tha1. of this "b11i''; it is even 
oriented by the stupefying politics of this "hut." You arc asking th;it we 
regulate our vocabulary liy the lexical stratq�ies of the South Africlll 
regime! For, immediately alter the passagcj11st cited. yo11 go 011 to \Hit<': 

The developing histo1:y of South African raci;tl policy and propa
ganda highlights the inaccuracy of Derrida's claim that South Afi·ica11 
racism is "the only one on the scene th;11 dares to say its ll,11\H' and 
present itself' for what it is." For in striving both to win greater 
legitimacy for itself and to justify ideologically the Nationalist han
tustan policy, South African racism has long since ceased to pro
nounce its own name: apartlu:irl, the term Derrida misleadingly 
calls "the order's wr1lt!tworrl" (mot r/'1mlrl'). was dismissed manv vcars 
hack from the lexical ranks of the regime. I Pp. '.HO-,J 11 

' · 

What. do you want? That everyone stop r1111.1irlning that o/111rlhtirf is-and 
remains. as far as I know. still today-th<' watchword. the rallying cry. 
the concept, and the reality of the South African regime? And even that 
everyone stop saying it, on the pretext th,1t the South African racists deem 
it more prudent to utter it no more. this word which you yourselves 
recognize to he the "proper name'' of this racism. the word it has given 
itself. "its own n;mw" ("So11th African racism" yo11 clearly say. "has long 
since ceased to pronounce its own name: r1/J/lrth1•irl ...

.. Ip. '.M 11)? ( :onw
on, you're not being very scrio11s. either as historians or as political 
strategists. Where would we he, where would all those struggling against 
a/mrthrid he if they had considered that. ojmrllll'lrl ceased to he the watch
word of the South African regime on the day that. as you put it so well. 
"the Nationalist party ... radically rephrased its ideology"! (p. :�,,I). Be
cause that happened in I ()50, it would have been 11cn·ss,iry to stop talking 
about afmrlhf'irl from then 011! Thanks all the same for your strategic 
advice and your reminder of historic;d reality! You speak of a "quarantine 
from the historical process" hut it's you. coming on the heels ol the 
Nationalist regime, who want to put ihe word a/1arllll'irl in quarantine! I. 
on the other hand. insist that we continue to use the word. so that we 
may remember it. in spite of all the verbal dencgations and lexical strat
agems of the South African racists. I, rn1 the contrary. insist that we 
remember this: whether or not the term is pro1101111ced hv South Afric111 
officials, ajlartlu:id remains the 1'//l'rll111' watdnvord of power in South 
Africa. Still today. lfy 1111 think. 011 the other hand, that it's necessary to 
take account of the diplomatic prudence or t lie lexical ruses or this power 
to the point of 110 longer speaking of a/1arthrirl as a watchword. well. then 
you're going to have to ask the whole world to go along with you and 
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