HISTORY 620: THE HISTORY OF RACE
ED BEASLEY, SDSU, FALL 2016
LEARNING GOALS: Where are the ideas of "races" and the idea of "race" present in history? How of they been invented and reinvented?  We will establish some basic scientific concepts in the first two weeks, and then for the rest of the term we will examine the development of ideas of race in the West from ancient times to the present. Our most frequent area of reference will be race in British thought, followed closely by race in France and the United States. Great Britain had the dominant empire of the nineteenth century, when modern ideas of race crystalized. The French and the Americans also developed world-encompassing theories of color and race. There will be also be some comparative material, ranging from Latin America to ideas of race in China. The main research paper that you do will allow you to focus on race in whatever place or period of world or American history you choose. 
Beyond these specific goals of understanding race in Western Civilization and in your own main area(s) of historical interest, there is a more general goal: The graduate-level exercise of your study skills and your historical imag​ina​tion. Can you look at evidence about the past, consider what other scholars have said about it, select what you need, and integrate primary and secondary sources into a well-supported argument? Your task is not to sum​mar​ize the readings in the papers or discussions, but to show me that you know them well enough to exer​cise the selection and judg​ment to take from the readings whatever you need to make your argu​ments.  


LEARNING OUTCOMES: You can demonstrate that you have met these learning goals by being able to select, organize, judge, and synthesize into a thesis-evi​dence argument some of the major issues in the history of race; you should be able to clearly present these well-researched arguments of yours in formal papers and orally, in class. Along the way, you should also be able to use prim​ary sources to ratify and deepen what you are saying about history. You should also be able to access and use book review literature in academic journals in order to judge the books you are reading against the broader heritage of hist​orical scholarship, rather than in a vacuum. Under the limits of the evidence, you should show imaginative insight into the people of the past. All of the assign​​ments are designed with these learning outcomes in mind. 

DISCUSSION REQUIREMENT: You will be graded on whether you have contibuted during the course of the term to the dis​cuss​ions of the issues and readings. 13% of grade.

12 SMALL PAPERS: 2-page papers discussing an issue from the readings, due every week. By 2 pages I mean 2 pages, not 1.75 or 2.25. Together these are 48% of your grade. Chicago-style notes and biblio​graphy, with the bibliography appearing at the top of a third page after your two pages of text. I won't accept these papers in Weeks I or XVI. There are 14 other weeks in the class. Turn in a paper during 12 of them --  never more than one per week. Which two weeks you don't turn one in are up to you. 
PRESENTATION: 10 minutes on a book listed under "Choices" one week. 13% of grade. You will sign up for one of these books early in the term. Ideally one person will present each week, but during one week (or two) there might be two presenters on different books from that week's list.
MAJOR PAPER: A unified, 18-20 page, properly researched, well-organized, well-written, and well-edited argument about aspects of race in whatever period and place in whch you have an interest. Due in Finals Week. The paper should include substant​ial discussion of three required readings, the book you presented on, and appropriate peer-reviewed modern academic journal lit​erature found in JSTOR, Project Muse, the Oxford or Black​well sites, or the paper journals. Also, you will need to use primary sources to judge your books against or to fill out your theme. 26% of grade.

POLICIES: Late work will be docked for each day late. Absences from a discussion-centered seminar will count strongly against your discussion grade unless you produce a note from a doctor. Cheating of course will not happen as we are adults and professionals who have chosen voluntarily to come and work together. But in case you are wondering, if there were plagiarism I would fail the person for the course on the first offence, as is my right under SDSU's rules. That is something which I have been called upon to do from time to time in undergraduate classes.

BOOKS REQUIRED 

Cavalli-Sforza, Luigi Luca, and Francesco Cavalli-Sforza. The Great Human Diasporas: The History of Diversity and Evolution, Sarah Thorne (trans.) (Reading, Massachusetts: Helix Books, 1995).

Frederickson, George M. Racism: A Short History (Princeton, New Jersey: Princeton University Press, 2002).

Lewis, Bernard. Race and Slavery in the Middle East: An Historical Enquiry (Oxford University Press, 1990).

Martínez, María Elena. Genealogical Fictions: Limpieza de Sangre, Religion, and Gender in Colonial Mexico (Stanford, California: Stanford University Press, 2008).

Wilson, Kathleen. The Island Race: Englishness, Empire, and Gender in the Eighteenth Century (London: Routledge, 2003).

Liebersohn, Harry. Aristocratic Encounters: European Travelers and North American Indians (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1998).

Kidd, Colin. The Forging of Races: Race and Scripture in the Protestant Atlantic World, 1600-2000 (Cambridge University Press, 2006).

Beasley, Edward. The Victorian Reinvention of Race: New Racisms and the Problem of Grouping in the Human Sciences (NY: Routledge, 2010).

Young, Robert J.C. The Idea of English Ethnicity (Malden, Massachusetts: Blackwell, 2008).

Virdee, Satnam, Racism, Class, and the Racialized Outsider (Basingstoke, Hampshire: Palgrave Macmillan, 2014).

Gould, Stephen Jay. The Mismeasure of Man (New York: W.W. Norton, 1981).

Smith, Mark M. How Race is Made: Slavery, Segregation, and the Senses (Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 2006).

Mannoni, O. Prospero and Caliban: The Psychology of Colonization (1950; Ann Arbor: University of Michigan Press, 1990).

McCarthy, Thomas. Race, Empire, and the Idea of Human Development (Cambridge University Press, 2009). (Two chapters only, and on reserve in the library.)

Please note that for Week XII you will also need to get one of these two:

Wiener, Martin J. An Empire on Trial: Race, Murder, and Justice under British Rule, 1870-1935 (Cambridge University Press, 2009).

or   Gross, Ariela J. What Blood Won't Tell: A History of Race on Trial in America (Harvard, 2008). 
Most of the articles listed for this course are from JSTOR or Project Muse.  You can do a periodical title search in the SDSU PAC to find the online versions of the journals in question.
Ed’s Office Hours:  Ed’s Office Hours: M/W 3:30-4:30 and T 7:00-8:00, & at other times by appt.

 Office: AL-572         Edward.Beasley@sdsu.edu 

Office telephone (email preferred): 594-8461 




SEMESTER SCHEDULE

~Weeks I and II: Twentieth and Twentieth-Century Perspectives, Part I~

I. (1 Sept.) The Scientific Non-Existence of Human Race

Cavalli-Sforza, Luigi Luca, and Francesco Cavalli-Sforza. The Great Human Diasporas: The History of Diversity and Evolution, Sarah Thorne (trans.) (Reading, Massachusetts: Helix Books, 1995).

Cohen, Mark Nathan. 'Race and IQ Again', Evolutionary Psychology 3 (2005), pp. 255-62.

Gissis, Snait B. 'When is "Race" a Race? 1946-2003', Studies in History and Philosophy of Science Part C: Studies in History and Philosophy of Biological and Biomedical Sciences 39, 4 (December 2008), pp. 437-50.

Juzeniene, Asta, Richard Setlow, Alina Porojnicu, Arnfinn Hykkerud Steindal, and Johan Moan, 'Development of Different Human Skin Colors: A Review Highlighting Photobiological and Photobiophysical Aspects', Journal of Photochemistry and Photobiology B: Biology 96 (2009), pp. 93-100.

Reardon, Jenny. 'Decoding Race and Human Difference in a Genomic Age', Differences: A Journal of Feminist Cultural Studies 15, 3 (2004), pp. 38-65.

Special note for Week I: For the science journals, go to the SDSU PAC and do periodical title search, which will take you to hits from the appropriate databases. Don't go directly to JSTOR or Project Muse, as you might do for journal articles in history or the social sciences. 
II. (8 Sept.) Social Constructions of Race and Anti-Semitism

Frederickson, George M. Racism: A Short History (Princeton, New Jersey: Princeton University Press, 2002).

Posel, Deborah. ‘What's in a Name?: Racial Categorisations under Apartheid and their Afterlife', Transformation 47 (2001), pp. 45-74.

~Weeks III to V: Pre-Nineteenth Century Inventions of "Race", or Something Like It?~

III. (15 Sept.) The Classical World and Islam

Benjamin Isaac, "Proto-racism in Graeco-Roman Antiquity", World Archaeology 38, 1 (March 2006), pp. 32-47.

David Noy, review of Benjamin Isaac, Racism in Classical Antiquity, in Phoenix 59, 3-/4 (Fall/Winter 2007), pp. 405-7.

Fergus Millar, review of Benjamin Isaac, Racism in Classical Antiquity, in International History Review, 27, 1 (March 2005), pp. 85-9.

Lewis, Bernard. Race and Slavery in the Middle East: An Historical Enquiry (Oxford University Press, 1990).

Dean Miller. Review of Bernard Lewis, Race and Slavery in the Middle East, in Journal of Social History 26, 2 (Winter 1992), pp. 422-4.
Special note for Week III: If you are writing on classical or medieval subjects, then when you are writing your major term paper you might also want to look at some of the essays in Miriam Eliav-Feldon, Benjamin Isaac, and Joseph Ziegler (eds), The Origins of Racism in the West (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2009). It is on reserve in the library.  

IV. (22 Sept.) Iberia and Latin America

Martínez, María Elena. Genealogical Fictions: Limpieza de Sangre, Religion, and Gender in Colonial Mexico (Stanford, California: Stanford University Press, 2008).

Choices:

Degler, Carl N. Neither Black nor White: Slavery and Race Relations in Brazil and the United States (Madison: University of Wisconsin Press,  1971) 

Katzew, Ilona. Casta Painting (New Haven, Connecticut: Yale University Press, 2004).

Magali, M. Carrera. Imagining Identity in New Spain: Race, Lineage, and the Colonial Body in Portraiture and Casta Paintings (Austin: University of Texas Press, 2003).  

Schwarcz, Lilia Moritz. The Spectacle of the Races: Scientists, Institutions, and the Race Question in Brazil, 1870-1930 (1993; NY: Hill and Wang, 1999).

Skidmore, Thomas E. Black into White: Race and Nationality in Brazilian Thought (Durham: Duke University Press, 1993). 

V. (29 Sept.) Eighteenth-century England and America

No class meeting this week as I will be at a conference. This week's reading will be discussed along with next week's.

Wilson, Kathleen. The Island Race: Englishness, Empire, and Gender in the Eighteenth Century (London: Routledge, 2003).

Hudson, Nicholas. 'From "Nation" to "Race": The Origin of Racial Classification in Eighteenth-Century Thought', Eighteenth-Century Studies 29, 3 (1996), pp. 247-64.

Nightingale, Carl H. 'Before Race Mattered: Geographies of the Color Line in Early Colonial Madras and New York', American Historical Review 113, 1 (February 2008), pp. 48-71.

Choices:

Barker, Anthony J. The African Link: British Attitudes to the Negro in the Era of the Atlantic Slave Trade, 1550-1807 (London: Frank Cass, 1978).

Kriz, Kay Dian. Slavery, Sugar, and the Culture of Refinement: Picturing the British West Indies, 1700-1840 (New Haven, Connecticut: Yale University Press, 2008).

Wheeler, Roxann. The Complexion of Race: Categories of Difference in Eighteenth-Century British Culture (Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press, 2000). 

Wood, Marcus. Blind Memory: Visual Representation of Slavery in England and America, 1780-1865 (London: Routledge, 2000).

~Weeks VI to XIII: The Classical Racism of the Late Enlightenment and the Nineteenth Century~

VI. (6 Oct.) Reinventing Race in the French Enlightenment 

Liebersohn, Harry. Aristocratic Encounters: European Travelers and North American Indians (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1998).

Aubert, Guillaume. '"The Blood of France": Race and Purity of Blood in the French Atlantic World', William and Mary Quarterly 61, 3 (July 2004), pp. 439-78.

Choices:

Cohen, William B. The French Encounter with Africans: White Response to Blacks, 1530-1880 (Bloomington, Indiana: Indiana University Press, 1980). 

Ellingson, Ter. The Myth of the Noble Savage (Berkeley: University of California Press, 2001).

Peabody, Sue. 'There are No Slaves in France': The Political Culture of Race and Slavery in the Ancien Régime (Oxford University Press, 1996).
Staum, Martin S. Labeling People: French Scholars on Society, Race, and Empire, 1815-1848 (Montreal and Kingston: McGill-Queen's University Press, 2003). 

VII. (13 Oct.) Religious and Cultural Reinventions of Race

Kidd, Colin. The Forging of Races: Race and Scripture in the Protestant Atlantic World, 1600-2000 (Cambridge University Press, 2006).

Castillo, Susan. '"The Best of Nations?: Race and Imperial Destinies in Emerson's "English Traits"', Yearbook of English Studies 34 (2004), pp. 100-111.

Choices:

Appiah, Kwame Anthony. In My Father's House: Africa in the Philosophy of Culture (1992), pp. 14-15.

Dain, Bruce. A Hideous Monster of the Mind: American Race Theory in the Early Republic (Cambridge, Massachusetts: Harvard University Press, 2002).

Livingstone, David N. Adam's Ancestors: Race, Religion, and the Politics of Human Origins (Baltimore, Maryland: Johns Hopkins University Press, 2008).

VIII. (20 Oct.)  Race Reinvented in Mid-Nineteenth-Century England

Malchow, H.L. 'Frankenstein's Monster an Images of Race in Nineteenth-Century Britain', Past and Present 139 (May 1993), pp. 90-130.

Drescher, Seymour. 'The Ending of the Slave Trade and the Evolution of European Scientific Racism', Social Science History 14, 3 (Autumn 1990), pp. 415-450.

Arnold, David. ‘Race, Place and Bodily Difference in Early Nineteenth-Century British India’, Historical Research 77, 196 (May 2004), pp. 254-75.

Beasley, Edward. The Victorian Reinvention of Race: New Racisms and the Problem of Grouping in the Human Sciences (NY: Routledge, 2010).

Choices:

Stepan, Nancy. The Idea of Race in Science: Great Britain, 1800-1960 (New York: Archon Books, 1982).

Harrison, Mark. Climates and Constitutions: Health, Race, Environment and British Imperialism in India, 1600-1850 (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1999).

Kennedy, Dane. The Highly Civilized Man: Richard Burton and the Victorian World (Cambridge, Massachusetts: Harvard University Press, 2005).

Hutchins, Francis. The Illusion of Permanence: British Imperialism in India (Princeton, New Jersey: Princeton University Press, 1970).

IX. (27 Oct.) Race and National Identity

Young, Robert J.C. The Idea of English Ethnicity (Malden, Massachusetts: Blackwell, 2008).

Paz, D.G. 'Anti-Catholicism, Anti-Irish Stereotyping, and Anti-Celtic Racism in Mid-Victorian Working-Class Periodicals', Albion 18, 4 (Winter 1986), pp. 601-16.

Glassman, Jonathon. 'Slower then a Massacre: The Multiple Sources for Racial Thought in Colonial Africa', American Historical Review 109, 3 (June 2004), pp. 720-54. 

Choices: 

Mandler, Peter. The English National Character: The History of an Idea from Edmund Burke to Tony Blair (New Haven, Connecticut: Yale University Press, 2006). (Omit Chapter 4)

Romani, Roberto. National Character and Public Spirit in Britain and France, 1750-1914 (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2002).

Young, Robert J.C. Colonial Desire: Hybridity in Race, Theory, and Culture (London: Routledge, 1995).

X. (3 Nov.) Race Reinvented and the Working-Class

Virdee, Satnam, Racism, Class, and the Racialized Outsider (Basingstoke, Hampshire: Palgrave Macmillan, 2014).

Stewart, James Brewer. 'The Emergence of Racial Modernity and the Rise of the White North, 1790-1840', Journal of the Early Republic 18, 2 (Summer 1998), pp. 181-217. 

(Also, begin reading Gould for next week.)

Choices:

Allen, Theodore W. The Invention of the White Race, vol. 1, Racial Oppression and Social Control (London: Verso, 2004).

Crais, Clifton. White Supremacy and Black Resistance in Pre-Industrial South Africa¸ 1770-1865 (Cambridge University Press, 1992).

Curtis, L.P., Jr. Anglo-Saxons and Celts: A Study of Anti-Irish Prejudice in Victorian England (Bridgeport, Connecticut: Conference on British Studies at the University of Bridgeport, 1968).

Magubane, Zine. Bringing the Empire Home: Race, Class, and Gender in Colonial South Africa (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2004).

Tallant, Harold B. Evil Necessity: Slavery and Political Culture in Antebellum Kentucky (Lexington, Kentucky: University Press of Kentucky, 2003).

XI. (10 Nov.) Race and Science

Gould, Stephen Jay. The Mismeasure of Man (New York: W.W. Norton, 1981).

Dikötter, Frank. "Racial Identities in China: Context and Meaning", The China Quarterly 138 (June 1994), pp. 404-12.

Kowner, Rotem. "'Lighter than Yellow, but not Enough': Western Discourse on the Japanese 'Race', 1854-1904", The Historical Journal 43, 1 (March 2000), pp. 103-31. 

Choices:

Brantlinger, Patrick. Dark Vanishings: Discourse on the Extinction of Primitive Races, 1800-1930 (Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 2003). 

Gossett, Thomas F. Race: The History of an Idea in America (1963; NY: Schocken Books, 1965).

Horsman, Reginald. Race and Manifest Destiny: The Origins of American Racial Anglo-Saxonism (Cambridge, Massachusetts: Harvard University Press, 1981). 

Stanton, William. The Leopard's Spots: Scientific Attitudes toward Race in America, 1815-59 (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1960).

XII. (17 Nov.) Into the Twentieth century: Fault-Lines in Classical Racism 

Appiah, Anthony. 'The Uncompleted Argument: DuBois and the Illusion of Race', in Harry Louis Gates, Jr. (ed.) "Race," Writing, and Difference (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1986), pp. 21-37. On reserve.

Lott, Tommy. 'DuBois's Anthropological Notion of Race', in Robert Bernasconi, Race (Malden, Massachusetts: Blackwell, 2001), pp. 59-83. On reserve.

Matysik, Tracie. 'International Activism and Global Civil Society at the High Point of Nationalism: The Paradox of the Universal Races Congress, 1911', in A.G. Hopkins (ed.), Global History: Interactions between the Universal and the Local (NY: Palgrave Macmillan, 2006), pp. 131-59. On reserve.

And either 

Wiener, Martin J. An Empire on Trial: Race, Murder, and Justice under British Rule, 1870-1935 (Cambridge University Press, 2009).

or 

Gross, Ariela J. What Blood Won't Tell: A History of Race on Trial in America (Harvard, 2008). 
XIII. (24 Nov. -- No class meeting) Classical Racism and Mass Opinion

Special Note: Because of the Thanksgiving break, we will discuss the Mark Smith book in Week XIV along with the various articles. To lighten the load, read Smith and three other articles. You might want to choose them this way: If your interest is in the English-speaking world, read the other articles from this week and one of those from next week. If you would rather know more about the Nazis, read Smith and three of the articles from next week.

Smith, Mark M. How Race is Made: Slavery, Segregation, and the Senses (Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 2006).

Bonnett, Alastair. 'How the Working Class Became "White": The Symbolic (Re)formation of Racialized Capitalism', Journal of Historical Sociology 11, 3 (September 1998), pp. 316-40.

Hyslop, Jonathan. 'The Imperial Working Class Makes Itself White: White Labourism in Britain, Australia and South Africa Before the First World War', Journal of Historical Sociology 12, 4 (December 1999), pp. 398-421.

Choices:

Frederickson, George M. White Supremacy: A Comparative Study in American and South African History (NY: Oxford, 1981). 

Frederickson, George M. The Comparative Imagination: On the History of Racism, Nationalism, and Social Movements (Berkeley and Los Angeles: University of California Press, 1997).

Frederickson, George M. The Black Image in the White Mind: The Debate on Afro-American Character and Destiny, 1817-1914 (1971; Wesleyan University Press, 1987).

Pieterse, Jan Nederveen. White on Black: Images of Africa and Blacks in Western Popular Culture (New Haven: Yale, 1990).

Zimmerman, Andrew. Anthropology and Antihumanism in Imperial Germany (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2001).

~Weeks XIV to XVI: Twentieth-Century Perspectives, Part II~

XIV. (1 Dec.) 1914-1945

Edelstein, Dan. "Hyperborean Atlantis: Jean-Sylvain Bailly, Madame Blavatsky, and the Nazi Myth", Studies in Eighteenth-century Culture 35 (2006), pp. 267-291.

Hecht, Jennifer Michael. "Vacher de Lapouge and the Rise of Nazi Science", Journal of the History of Ideas 61, 2 (April 2000), pp. 285-304.

Morris-Riech, Amos. "Project, Method, and the Racial Characteristics of Jews: A Comparison of Franz Boas and Hans F.K. Günther", Jewish Social Studies, new series 13, 1 (Fall 2006), pp. 136-169.

Ehrenreich, Eric. "Otmar von Verschuer and the 'Scientific' Legitimation of Nazi Anti-Jewish Policy", Holocaust and Genocide Studies 21, 1 (Spring 2007), pp. 55-72.

Choices:

Mosse, George L. Toward the Final Solution: A History of European Racism (Madison: University of Wisconsin Press, 1978).

Barzun, Jacques. Race: A Study in Superstition [1937], rev. edn (New York: Harper and Row, 1965). 
Benedict, Ruth. Race: Science and Politics, rev. edn (1943; NY: Compass Books, 1957).

XV. (8 Dec.) Race and its Reconstruction after World War II. 

Mannoni, O. Prospero and Caliban: The Psychology of Colonization (1950; Ann Arbor: University of Michigan Press, 1990). [When reading the book, read Bloch's intro. last, then read the passages by Fanon that I will have given you.]

Brattain, Michelle. 'Race, Racism, and Anti-Racism: UNESCO and the Politics of Presenting Science to the Post-War Public', American Historical Review 112, 5 (December 2007), pp. 1386-1413.

Orenstein, Dara. "Void for Vagueness: Mexicans and the Collapse of Miscegenation Law in California", Pacific Historical Review 74, 3 (2005), pp. 367-407.

XVI. (15 Dec., Final Exam Week). Comprehensive Perspectives. Big Paper Due.
Condit, Celeste Michelle, "How Culture and Science Make Race 'Genetic': Motives and Strategies for the Discrete Categorization of the Continuous and Heterogenous", Literature and Medicine 26, 1 (Spring 2007), pp. 240-268. 

McCarthy, Thomas. Race, Empire, and the Idea of Human Development (Cambridge University Press, 2009) – On reserve. Read only the Introduction and chapter 3.

Making Things Read Easily, Correctly, and Without Distractions       


Ed Beasley

1. A sentence must have a verb and its subject. If the sentence does not have both, it is a fragment (sent. frag.) and in error.  Fragment (no verb): “Bell, book, and candle.” Another kind of fragment is when an otherwise complete sent​ence has a subordinating word like “because” or “but” put in front of it.  Frag​ment (because of subordination):  “Since we live nearby.”  This error can be fixed by getting rid of the subordinator; in this case, get rid of “Since.”   P. 7, Sect. 6
2. A clause is a complete statement with a subject and a verb; an independent clause is a clause that can stand on its own as a sentence. Join two independ​ent clauses by using either a semicolon by itself, or by using a comma and a conjunction. Do not join them with only a comma; that error is called a comma-splice. Of course you can also punctuate independent clauses as separate sentences.
PP. 5-7, Sects. 4-5
3. If a sentence has a substantial introductory phrase, put a comma after that phrase (as in this sentence). But do not use a comma to separate the subject of the sentence from its verb; subject and verb can only be separated by a comma if there are two commas – on either side of a phrase in between (see Rule 4). Top of P. 5
4. When you add some information to an otherwise complete sentence, and you are adding that information in the form of a substantial phrase or clause, put a comma before and after the extra material, so that the extra words do not bump into and restrict the meaning of the words in the main sentence.  


However, if the new material must restrict the meaning of the words in the original sentence, it should not be separated from them by commas.  


The first case is called “nonrestrictive usage.” The second is called “restrictive usage.” Nonrestrictive (and correct): “The plant, which needs more water than you might think, is about to die.” Restrictive (and correct):  “The plant that’s on the table needs to be watered.   PP. 2-5, Sect. 3

5. The relative pronoun “that” is used to define things, which means it is used in restrictive (no comma) situations. (See Rule 4 for what “restrictive” and “non-restrictive” mean.) The relative pronoun “which” is used to relate things but not to define them, so it is used in nonrestrictive (comma-taking) situations. See the examples at the end of Rule 4.
P. 59

6. Because a pronoun has to agree with the number of its antecedent, do not write such things as “Everyone went to their desks.” Make both the pronoun and the antecedent either plural or singular. Correct plural usage: “The stud​ents went to their desks. Another correct plural: “All the students went to their desks.” Correct singular usage: “Everyone went to his or her desk.”    PP. 60-61

7. Italicize (or underline) the titles of books. Do not italicise or underline the titles of articles, movies, or the chapters of books; put these in quotation marks. A special rule:  Neither italicize nor underline nor put in quotation marks the word Bible or any of its books, such as Genesis or Exodus.        P. 38

8. When an introductory phrase contains an “-ing” verb, the subject of that verb is the first noun or pronoun to come along afterward.  So avoid dangling the verb in phrases like this: “Having many children, my washing machine is always busy”—unless washing machines have kids. Either give “Having” a proper subject or just get rid of it. Correct (with “Having”): “Having so many children, I am always washing clothes.” Correct (w/o “Having”):“Because I have six children, my washing machine is always busy.”    PP. 13-14, Sect. 11
9. The items in a list need to be grammatically similar. This is one aspect of parallelism. Not parallel (because two of the three items are nouns and the third is an action): “I like tacos, pizza, and eating ham​burgers.” Parallel:  “I like tacos, pizza, and hamburgers.” Another correct parallel: “I like eating tacos, pizza, and hamburgers.”  
   PP. 26-28, Sect. 19

10. Form the possessive by adding ’s to the end of any word that is sing​ular (“Lincoln’s,” “Arkansas’s”) or that forms its plural without adding an “s” (“children’s stories”). Form the possessive of a plural that ends in “s” by adding an apostrophe after the “s.” One emperor:  “the emperor’s decrees.” More than one emperor:  “the emperors’ decrees.”    P. 1, Sect. 1, Para. 1

Form the possessive of a singular word that ends in “s,” if it is from the Bible or from ancient Greece, by adding an apostrophe with no “s” afterward:  “Jesus’ name”; “Pericles’ Funeral Oration.”     P.1, Sect. 1, Para. 2
11. “It’s” is a contraction that means “it is.”  “Its” is the possessive of “it”; no apostrophe is permitted. (Neither is there an apostrophe in the other possessive pronouns, “his,” “hers,” “theirs,” “yours,” or “ours.” )    P.1, Sect. 1, Para. 3-4
12. Do not write “In the book, it says that...” or “In the book How to Write, by Joe Blow, it says....” Instead of introducing some artificial “it” as the subject of the sentence, cross out the extra words and just say “The book says that...,” or “In How to Write, Joe Blow says that....” And look for any other oppor-tunity to cross out extra words.  

PP. 23-24, Sect. 17
13. A “novel” is a book-length fictional story, written in prose, such as Animal Farm, War and Peace, or any volume in the Harlequin Romances. If a written work is not a book-length fictional story written in prose, it is not a novel. None of the following can be described as a novel without confusing and distracting your reader, and most likely provoking laughter on his or her part: The Bible; The Koran; The Communist Manifesto; Webster’s Dictionary.

14. Books say things in the present tense. Historical events happened in the past tense. Don’t get these situations confused.  Also, try to arrange things so you don’t have to go back and forth between the present and past tenses too quickly. That is, maintain tense consistency.    P. 31, Sect. 21
15. Get to know Strunk and White, The Elements of Style. You can buy it everywhere, it is short and pleasant, and it has a good index.  Read Chaps. 1-3. Then find the parts you most need; read them again and again.  

16. Try to keep to this pattern: subject-verb-object, and keep each part simple. Yes, one or two of these elements (subject, verb, and object) can be made up of a complicated phrase. But avoid writing sentences where all three elements are long and complex. 


And try not to interrupt your sentences with extra thoughts. Say what you mean without adding simultaneous metacommentary on what you are saying. If you have a new thought that complicates things, add it as a new simple sentence later on, not as a gnarled phrase forced into the middle of the sentence you started with.  


You should try to avoid overloading your work with side-comments on the various philo​soph​ical principles that may be running through your mind -- principles that you think might also be running through the mind of your reader. One complicated mind talks to another not through typing out every passing nuance – but through simple sentences. Stream-of-consciousness, super-complicated, catch-all-my-nuances-in-sentences-the-size-of-paragraphs writing is hard to pull off, and impossible to pull off when combined with the main task before you: Clear, analytical, evidence-based writing. 

PAGE REFS. FROM STRUNK AND WHITE, 4TH EDITION

