HIST. 450W: The Writing of History
Ed BEasley
   FALL 2022
22084           W 4:00-6:40, AL 524

LEARNING GOALS: This class is your opportunity to write a substantial and high-quality research paper. It will crown your years as a history major. 

Your paper should show originality, imagination, and cogency of argument. It should be grounded in and tested against original sources. Can you look at evidence about the past, select what you need from that evidence, set it against the relevant historical literature, and integrate everything into well-supported stories and arguments? And then can you revise and refine your paper until it reads with simple clarity, and has none of the distractions that would come from inadequate or nonstandard documentation or grammar?  

We will work through various readings, exercises, drafts, and presentations – all designed to help you create a well-researched and well-written paper, a paper showing  your intellectual maturity and your capacity for detailed, circumspect work – the kind of college-educated professionalism that keeps our world going, whatever profession you may be going into. And working at this level of detail and care will convert your history major from a spectator sport into something more participatory. That is, in writing about history you can think about it more deeply than when you were merely studying it. 

As a participant in the construction of history, you can begin to examine certain key questions. This class will focus on two of them connected to Whig history. (1) Does the way history is taught as a story leading to us distract us from the messier multi-dimensional reality of the past? And (2) how do we write history while avoiding this problem? 

To focus your thinking and your research, we will consider the question of Whig history in the context in which it was first identified: The history of the modern English-speaking world, and modern England especially. Your paper can cover any aspect of history, but I suggest that you work in the history of the English-speaking world since 1485, nearer the course readings and English-language primary sources.

LEARNING OUTCOMES: The proof is in the pudding. The paper that you will write should demonstrate your ability to (1) select, (2) research, (3) organize, (4) judge and evaluate, (5) synthesize, and (6) incorporate into a thesis-evidence argument the evidence about some part of history. Your paper will feature primary sources (7) to ground, ratify, and deepen your portrait of the past. Your paper will also (8) demonstrate a familiarity with academic monographs and journal articles – the broad heritage of historical scholarship on your chosen subject. Within the limits of the evidence, your paper should (9) show imaginative insight into the people of the past, while (10) considering how fitting them into a presentist (or “Whig”) argument might do violence to “what really happened.”

REQUIREMENTS: 

Short Assigments: Five writing exercises (four for you and the fifth a response to someone else’s draft). Each exercise will be marked -, √, or √+. 

Draft: One full draft of your big paper, marked -, √, or √+. 

Participation: Attendance and discussion of your work and the work of others, with no more than one absence (which must be properly excused); you will be marked -, √, or √+ for your overall attendance and participation. A key part of your presentation grade will come from reading the draft of one other student’s paper, and commenting on it the day the other student presents her or his draft to the seminar. 
The Big Enchilada: One 20-page paper in double-spaced Times Roman with 1-inch margins (page numbers centered at bottom). It will be graded B for having the complete structure of an introduction, body paragraphs, transitions, and a conclusion, with a good thesis, a substantial and thoughtful use of primary sources, an appropriate awareness of historiographical issues and secondary sources, proper notes and a bibliography (Univ.of Chicago Humanities system, aka Turabian) – and good writing.  No report covers. The bibiography does not count toward the 20.

A paper missing these elements, or in which they do not function properly, will receive a C or less (depending on the severity of the problems or how many pieces are missing). A paper with all of the required elements, and whose substance and style rise above what merely does the job to do the job well, with no major problems or patterns of problems, may receive an A. The course grade will be the paper grade, with a plus or minus added to reflect whether the plusses and minus on the other assignments balance out on the good side or on the bad. (But no plus will be added to a course grade of A unless the A paper itself is truly exceptional.) No final paper will be accepted unless all previous elements have been completed.

PERSONAL CONTACT POLICY: 

All work must be handed to me in person in class or in my office. Work cannot be left for me anywhere or mailed to me in any form.  

Failing People for Cheating Policy: The purpose of assignments is not to assemble something for me to read out of what you can find already written on the Web, but for you to exercise your mind in thinking and writing about history. If you assemble what others have said, and pass it off as your own instead of properly citing it, you may have filled pages but you have not done your work; someone else has done the thinking for you. Doing a history paper is not going online and grabbing what other people have said about something. Doing your work properly is giving me something that could only have been written by you, out of the sources in front of us in this class, and out of other decent sources that you have found and properly cited. If you turn in a paper that leaves me in no doubt that you have done these things, then you will probably get a better grade. Meanwhile there are university polices on cheating. They involve the professor reporting each incident to the Office of Student Rights and Responsibilities, and assigning an F either on the paper or in the course. I have followed those polices, and I will do so again.
REQUIRED BOOKS:

H. Butterfield, The Whig Interpretation of History

J.L. Presnell, The Information-Literate Historian
W.K. Storey, Writing History: A Guide for Students, 2nd edn

Strunk and White, The Elements of Style, 4th edn

K. Turabian, Manual for Writers of Term Papers, 7th edn

CONTACT INFO.: 

Ed’s Office Hours:  T/W 2:00-3:30, and other times by appt.  Office: AL-572. Edward.Beasley@sdsu.edu 
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SEMESTER SCHEDULE

Week 1 (24 Aug.): WHIG HISTORY AND APPEALING TO THE READER: Chapter 1 of Storey; Chapters 1-3 of Butterfield.

Week 2 (31 Aug.): Chapters 1-4 of Presnell; handout from Goldwin Smith’s Reminiscences (1910).  CLASSICAL WHIGGISM: Selections from Thomas Babbington Macaulay’s essay on Hallam’s Constitutional History (1828); from Macaulay’s “Minute on Indian Education” (1835); and from his History of England, from the Accession of James II (1849) – all available on my website.  

Week 3 (7 Sept.): Assignment 1 due. Chapters 6-7 of Presnell. Chapter 2 of Storey. THE FRAGILITY AND PRESENTISM OF MEMORY: For Kerwin Lee Klein, “On the Emergence of Memory in Historical Discourse,” Representations 69, Special Issue: Grounds for Remembering (Winter 2000): 127-150; and read the following, from Mark Twain’s Innocents Abroad (1869), Chapter 31: 

”What may be left of General Grant's great name forty centuries hence? This--in the Encyclopedia for A. D. 5868, possibly:

"URIAH S. (or Z.) GRAUNT--popular poet of ancient times in the Aztec provinces of the United States of British America. Some authors say flourished about A. D. 742; but the learned Ah-ah Foo-foo states that he was a contemporary of Scharkspyre, the English poet, and flourished about A. D. 1328, some three centuries after the Trojan war instead of before it. He wrote 'Rock me to Sleep, Mother.'"

Week 4 (14 Sept.): Chapter 5 of Presnell. JUDGING QUALITY IN HISTORY: The review of Daniel Jonah Goldhagen, Hitler’s Willing Executioners by Henry Friedlander, German Studies Review 19:3 (Oct. 1996): 578-580; A.D. Moses, “Structure and Agency in the Holocaust: Daniel J. Goldhagen and his Critics,” History and Theory 37:2 (May 1998): 194-219; the review by Thomas Childers of David Abraham’s The Collapse of the Weimar Republic, Political Economy and Crisis, in the Journal of  Social History 16:3 (Spring 1983): 188-190; the review by Henry I. Turner, in the Political Science Quarterly 97:4 (Winter 1982): 739-741; and www.time.com/time/magazine/article/0,9171,962720,00.html. Please bring copies to class.


Week 5 (21 Sept.): CLEAR LANGUAGE AND HISTORY: Strunk and White; and Chapters 3, 8-10 of Storey; George Orwell, “Politics and the English Language,” (1946)  at www.mtholyoke.edu/acad/intrel/orwell46.htm or  www.orwell.ru/library/essays/politics/english/e_polit; the appendix on Engsoc in George Orwell, 1984 (1948); and the xerox of the article on sociologese in Fowler’s Modern English Usage.

Week 6 (28 Sept.): No class meeting. Keep working on Assignment 2. We will have in person or Zoom appointments that week to discuss this assignment.

Week 7 (5 Oct.): Assignment 2 due, and brief oral reports in class. COMPOSING HISTORY IN AMERICA: Chapters 4-7 of Storey. Presnell pp. 207-211. Ask yourself whether Storey is right about induction and deduction, and about outlining. Also: Dorothy Ross, “Grand Narative in American Historical Writing: From Romance to Uncertainty,” American Historical Review 100:3 (June 1995): 651-677. 

Week 8 (12 Oct.): MORALITY, HISTORY, AND WHIG HISTORY: Finish Butterfield. Also read Lord Acton’s review of  A History of the French Revolution by H. Morse Stephens, English Historical Review 7:26 (April 1892): 382-384; P.V.M. Benecke’s review of two works by Lord Acton, English Historical Review 23:91 (July 1908): 538-541; Herbert Marcuse’s review of Acton’s Essays on Freedom and Power, in the American Historical Review 54:3 (April 1949): 557-559; Charles Wegener’s review of the same book in Ethics 59:2 part 1 (Jan. 1949): 146-147; and Thomas I. Cook’s review, again of the same book, in Journal of Philosophy 47:4 (Feb. 1950): 102-109. And please bring copies to class.
Week 9 (19 Oct.): Assignment 3 due. No class meeting, but stop by my office during regular class hours or office hours to turn in your third assignment and discuss your project.

Week 10 (26 Oct.): Presentations of work (5-7 min.).

Week 11 (2 Nov.): Assignment 4 due. No class meeting, but bring your assignment to me during my office hours.

Weeks 12, 13, 15 (9, 16, 30 Nov.): Presentations of drafts: Drafts due one week after the day of your presentation; Review sheets due the day your subject presents. (The first appointments with me to go over drafts will be during these weeks.)
Week 14 (23 Nov. – before Thanksgiving): No class meeting by university regulations.

Week 16 (30 Nov.): The Big Enchilada is due in my office during the regular class period. No class meeting.
Final Exam Period (4:00, 14 Dec.): Papers returned – in my office. 

PRIMARY SOURCES IN BRITISH HISTORY AVAILABLE AT SDSU

Government Reports, Records of Testimony, and the like:

Do not miss the Parliamentary Papers, listed under that name among the library databases. We have a subscription to everything 1800-1900. Included are all the the testimony and reports generated by the British Parliament in the nineteenth century. Legally, much of this was material presented “by command” to parliament, so they are also called Command Papers. You may also see them called Sessional Papers and Blue Books. Cite them carefully – see the Chicago Manual of Style.
In this material you will find factory workers testifying about working conditions, and factory owners giving their views. You will find testimony on how the adult education system ought to be changed so that people will learn to design products that will be more tasteful and sell more widely. There is material on everything from urban sanitation to poor relief to foreign policy to railways to free trade to the elite public schools. You can do full text dearches. You can also drill down through different subject categories, to thr reports that interest you – this is usually are better way to go at the beginning of your research, because your will probaby wind up with only a few of the more relevant reports, rather than the overwhelming number you may get in a full text search.  

This same online source also has all the acts passed by parliament and all of the consular reports from British diplomatic personal throughout the world. So if you are interested in Japan, or Latin America, or the Unites States, or wherever the British maintained diplomatic representation, there is a wealth of material for you. 

More detailed guidance to British official papers is available. In the reference area on the main floor (floor 1), you might want to look at P. and G. Ford, A Guide to Parliamentary Papers: What They Are, How to Find Them, How to Use Them (J 301 F67 1972); and upstairs, P. Ford and G. Ford, Select List of British Parliamentary Papers, 1833-1899 (J301 M3), Frank Rodgers, A Guide to British Government Publications (J301 R62 1980) and Stephen Richard, Directory of British Official Publications: A Guide to Sources (J301 R524).  

More then 10,000 nineteenth-century Parliamentary Papers on Ireland (not restricted to the nineteenth century) are available online here: http://www.eppi.ac.uk/eppi/digbib/home .
Otherwise, if you need papers or bills from after 1900 – for the online set we own ends then – your options are more limited: 

A few of the acts passed by Parliament are available online: http://www.opsi.gov.uk/acts . The standard printed source for English laws is Halsbury's Laws of England, which is in the law library at the University of San Diego (at the west end of Mission Valley, overlooking Mission Bay), at KD310 .H193. It is forty-three volumes and does not circulate, so you have to look at it there. There are also online sources, which you can find out about from the law librarians there.
Late eighteenth-century Parliamentary Papers, including Bills as well as reports, are available in a 145-volume set in the Government Documents stacks at UCSD, at GB X11 C65, with an index and guide in the reference stacks at J301 K625 1975. The collection is organized by topic and covers the mid-1770s till 1800.
Parliamentary Debates:

And then there is Hansard, which is the traditional name for what are also called House of Commons Debates and House of Lords Debates. The books include what was said in parliament, often in a well-informed speeches that could go on for hours, but they also include more detailed written answers inserted into the record later. Someone might ask a cabinet minister for shipping statistics, for example, and later on the minister will hand in an elaborate answer. (“Hansard” was the company that first produced the transcripts; now a generic name like “xerox,” “Hansard” can be used for most sets of parliamentary papers in the British-influenced world.)  Hansard is online at http://hansard.millbanksystems.com/ .

Paper indexes to Hansard: Online searching may be all you need, but if you want guidance on the kinds of terms to search for, depending on your project. Unless you are looking for a specific event, or for a Member of Parliament who spoke only rarely, you might get overwhelmed by all the hits you would get by full record of Hansard in all its online glory. So, you might want to look at an index to Hansard. One index to Hansard after 1900 exists in the reference collection on the main floor: J 301 G74 1960. On the fourth floor there is a reprint of an old index for 1803-1830 at J301 H222, and something similar is at J301 K62 Oversize. 

To understand the limits of Hansard's as a source in the earlier periods, see Olive Anderson, "Hansard's Hazards: An Illustration from Recent Interpretations of Married Women's Property Law and the 1857 Divorce Act", English Historical Review, 112, no. 449 (Nov. 1997), pp. 1202-1215.

Records of Trials:

For incomplete but deep records of trials at the Old Bailey, which is the central criminal court in London, see http://www.oldbaileyonline.org/. The site contains about 100,000 trial records from the period 1834 to 1913, plus may more going back to 1674. The search engine works by key words and also names.

Poor Law:

Two volumes of the offical records of the Poor Law Commissioners from 1840 to 1853 are available in our regular library stacks, at HV 241 A379.
Records of the health inspectors, looking for nasty things in houses and restaurants:

http://wellcomelibrary.org/moh/ 

Other Official Documents:

The British Library, www.bl.uk , will have some online exhibitions of full-text documents, but usually not too many – mostly they feature pictures of individual pages chosen for schoolchildren, plus lists and indexes to what you could see if you were in the building.  

The National Archives (British version, that is) at www.nationalarchives.gov.uk. If you have a reference to an unpublished source in the National Archives (say from one of the books you are reading), or if you find something by using their search engine, they will send you a copy online, often for the equivalent of twenty dollars or less, and sometimes for free. Note also that the National Archives used to be called the Public Record Office, and older references to the documents held there will start with the abbreviation "PRO". But now they use the abbreviation "TNA". 

They also have a tremendous numner of sets of documents already on-line as "Digital Microfilm". The have picked specific subjects for this, such as the Chartist Disturbances and the investigation over the sinking of the Titanic: http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/records/digital-microfilm.htm
Finding People Who May Have Left Papers, and Finding those Papers: 

Within the National Archives there is the National Register of Archives. Since the nineteenth century every private company or organization has had to register its historical archives and is encouraged to open them to inspection. Many organizations have deposited their papers in county records offices, where they can be cared for and consulted. The National Register of Archives indexes all indivduals who are respresented by significant numbers of letters or papers somewhere. The website also explains how to visit these papers – some of the collections are scattered in different university libraries in the United States. See http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/nra/default.asp . 

Not included in the National Register of Archives are the manuscript collections in the British Library, whose catalog is here: http://searcharchives.bl.uk/primo_library/libweb/action/search.do?dscnt=1&fromLogin=true&dstmp=1372612187992&vid=IAMS_VU2&fromLogin=true . You would have to go to London to see these collections. 

Biographical Records and Census Data:

The British census, held every ten years in years ending in "1", is searchable for 1841-1911 at http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/census/ . For the official population reports (that do not list individuals), see http://www.histpop.org/ohpr/servlet/ .

You can also do searches in a database of the clergy of the Church of England. Different date ranges are available for different dioceses; note the current description of the contents: http://www.theclergydatabase.org.uk/index.html . The search engine is at http://www.theclergydatabase.org.uk/jsp/search/index.jsp .

Certain military records, the records of professions and occupations, and lists of criminals, POWs, and other categories of people can be searched online. For details, see http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/records/looking-for-person/default.htm .
19th-Century Newspapers 

We do have microfilm rolls of the (London) Times going back to the eighteenth century, at F-147, and there is a printed index to the Times (many volumes, each covering a few years) sitting in the reference section at AI21 T5. UCSD has the Times online. Go to the UCSD Library website: https://libraries.ucsd.edu/info/resources/resource-access/ucsd-only . You will have to go to the UCSD Library to access them.

Another great nineteenth-century newspaper – and the voice of free trade and big business – was The Manchester Guardian. You can search it online at http://pqasb.pqarchiver.com/guardian/advancedsearch.html . Seeing the actual newspapers costs money, but very little.

A huge number of nineteenth-century newspapers, including papers from smaller towns, are available here: http://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/ (this does not include the Times or the Manchester Guardian). As with the Guardian, the searching is free but seeing the newspapers themsleves costs a few dollars for one day's access.  

A great resource for working class and radical views is the main newspaper of the Chartist movement from 1837 to 1852, the Northern Star, which is available in its entirety at http://www.ncse.ac.uk/index.html. This site also has certain other specialized newspapers, covering Unitarianism, women's issues, and literary news. (For other Chartist sources, see below, under "Other Primary Sources Available Online".)

Julian Harney was for a time the editor of the Northern Star; as Chartism faded, he adopted Marxism. He may have been the first person in Britain to do so. Our library has a two-volume set of facsimiles of his Marxist newspaper, the Red Republican, from 1850 and 1851. It is in the Compact Shelving room at HD 8396 R433 1966 vols. 1 and 2. 

19th-Century Quarterlies and Monthlies: 

Next there are the articles in the great Victorian reviews,which were generalist periodicals with great long articles, like some of those in the the New Yorker today. These reviews were full of long articles on intellectual, literary, political, and cultural topics. You'll find everything from discussions of foreign policy to speculations about physics to round-up reviews of recent literature or art to how to build greenhouses to serialized novels. We have the bound volumes of the Edinburgh Review, AP4 N3, in Special Collections. Other reviews, such as the Westminster Review, are on microfiche at UCSD. To see lists of articles in these reviews, and to identify the mostly anonymous writers, see one of the most useful things ever to have been published in Victorian studies: The Wellesley Index to Victorian Periodicals (5 vols.) at Z2005 H6 (in reference) – it also has essays on the different reviews themselves. Most of these reviews with their wonderful mix of articles declined by the early twentieth century; serious publications became more specialized and mass publications began to cater to people with shorter attention spans. More information on researching Victorian periodicals is available at http://www.victorianresearch.org/periodicals.html .

Some runs of three journals, Blackwood's Edinburgh Magazine (general interest, digitized for 1843-1863), Notes & Queries (short questions and answers on history and literature, digitized for 1849-1869), and The Builder (which is journal of the nineteenth-century building profession, digitized for 1843-1852) are available for free at http://www.bodley.ox.ac.uk/ilej/ . The site, which is at the Bodleian Library at Oxford University, also has three eighteenth-century journals, but the coverage is never going to expand. What the site has it has, and that is all.

Charles Dickens as a Newspaperman:

Dickens produced  tremoundous amounts of journalism in his own newspapers, commenting on politics and daily life. This material, which goes from 1850 to 1870, on-line here: http://www.djo.org.uk/ . 

Punch – the Victorian humor magazine (with funny pictures):

1842-1922: http://catalog.hathitrust.org/Record/000682156
Periodicals on Science or Medicine:

For some more specialized nineteenth-century journals in geography, anthropology, and science, as well as the English Historical Review (and for that matter the American Historical Review) from the 1880s on, see JSTOR (one of the article sources available through Infodome on the SDSU library website: http://library.sdsu.edu/guides/dbaz.php– you will be prompted to sign on with your name, RedID and library PIN if you are not on an SDSU computer). The Journal of the Royal Geographical Society is available back to 1831.

Major nineteenth-century medical journals are available through Pubmed, which is available through the same website.

In science itself, a fantastic, open, and free full-text resource is "Science in the Nineteenth-Century Periodical": http://www.sciper.org/ .

The papers of British naval surgeons from 1793 to 1800 are available here: http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/surgeonsatsea/ . This includes surgeons on warships, but also those stationed on shore and on ships carrying convicts and emigrants. Many of these journals are heavily illustrated.

Books as Primary Sources: 

Of course there are the works of major Victorian writers. You can very easily do primary-source-based research on Victorian England at your local Barnes & Noble or Bookstar (or Bay Books in Coronado) by picking up some of the Victorian authors in the Literature section. Our library will of course have a wider choice, especially in non-fiction, and Google Books is not to be sneezed at for digitized copies of odd things. (To get a pdf in Google Books, go to the gears menu.) You can also print the things you find at www.gutenberg.org and www.bartleby.com. 

Finally, our library includes the published collected letters and papers of major and some minor nineteenth-century figures. Also, many of the oldest biographies, published in the late nineteenth or early twentieth centuries, include large numbers of letters and papers in the body of the work. Sometimes these letters are heavily edited or expurgated, but these sources are close enough to being “primary” to count for most purposes – if you keep the possible editorial bias in mind and try to work around it. Many of these books have one-or-two-page evaluations of their reliability and quality in John Powell, Art, Truth, and High Politics: A Bibliographic Study of the Official Lives of Queen Victoria's Ministers in Cabinet, 1843-1969, which is in our library at DA562 P69 1996. 



Other Primary Sources Available Online:

Among the research-quality online collections of primary sources, among the most impressive are the two sites that between them allow you to do real primary-source work on Charles Darwin: http://darwin-online.org.uk/ and http://www.darwinproject.ac.uk/ .

And there are tremendous numbers of primary sources in legal, parliamentary, architectural, and urban history at http://www.british-history.ac.uk/catalogue.aspx . Click on "Sources." Most of this material is from the eighteenth century or before, but some of the nineteenth century collections include the papers of the London radical Francis Place ( http://www.british-history.ac.uk/source.aspx?pubid=230 ), the Acts of the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland up to 1842 ( http://www.british-history.ac.uk/source.aspx?pubid=599 ), and the Journal of the House of Commons for 1830 only ( http://www.british-history.ac.uk/source.aspx?pubid=46 ). 

There is a useful amount of primary source material on the Chartist radicals of 1838 to the early 1850s at http://www.chartists.net/Further-research.htm . (For other Chartist sources, see above, in the section on newspapers.)

Many historical trade directories, and notes on how they might be used, are at http://www.historicaldirectories.org/hd/ .

Pictures:

Depending on your theme, you might look at The Catalogue of the Great Exhibition, 1851 (in our library at Microform F-3456, 5 rolls). This would give you visual and short textual material on everything from furniture design to agricultural machinery. 

The British Library website ( www.bl.uk ) has a fantastic picture collection to search through as well. Click "Discover", and then "Online Gallery."

See also the Victorian parts of museum websites:

The Victorian and Albert Museum, http://www.vam.ac.uk/page/v/victorian-social-life/ , http://www.vam.ac.uk/page/v/victorian-design/ , http://www.vam.ac.uk/page/0-9/19th-century-design-styles/ , http://www.vam.ac.uk/page/v/victorian-architecture/ .

The National Portrait Gallery, http://www.npg.org.uk/collections/explore.php
The Tate Britain, http://www.tate.org.uk/art
The Wallace Collection, http://wallacelive.wallacecollection.org/eMuseumPlus (you can search for nineteenth-century things)

The Museum of London, http://www.museumoflondon.org.uk/Collections-Research/Collections-online/
The Science Museum, http://www.sciencemuseum.org.uk/onlinestuff/museum_objects.aspx
The Welcome Museum of the History of Medicine, http://www.wellcomecollection.org/explore.aspx
The National Maritime Musuem, http://collections.rmg.co.uk/
The National Army Museum, http://www.nam.ac.uk/collection
The London Transport Museum, http://www.ltmuseum.co.uk/collections
The Birmingham Museum and Art Gallery, http://www.bmagic.org.uk/ , http://www.preraphaelites.org/
The Scottish National Gallery, http://www.nationalgalleries.org/collection/323/
Also: 

Beeton's Book of Household Management (original edition 1861) is cookbook that also includes how to write your will, how to hire your maid, how and what to plan for the weekly menu for different budgets, and so on. It also includes hundreds of little essays -- on where foods come from around the world, what different plants are like, how they herd goats in the mountains of Austria, and many more. Most of these essays are illustrated. In the better reprints of the book there are also dozens of full-page color plates. If you do a library search for "Beeton, Isabella," as an author, you will find that we do not have a reprint of the full book, but UCSD does, so it can ordered through the Circuit. What we have is a volume of selections from the full book, plus a microfilm copy of an edition from the 1870s. Modern reprints can be bought online for a reasonable price -- make sure you get one with the plates. The complete text (to which the illustrations are being slowly added) is at http://www.mrsbeeton.com/index.html .

If you are interested in a British angle on the history of San Diego or the American West, you might go and look at this 1200-page thing in the Special Collections department of the Library: Abraham P. Nasatir (as in Nasatir Hall) and Gary Elwyn Monell, British Activities in California and the Pacific Coast of North America to 1860: An Archival Calendar Guide (San Diego State University Press, 1990). Nasatir was the first famous historian at SDSU, and his special contribution was to digest and describe documents. 

Chronologies -- Not primary sources, but sometimes useful

For looking things up, see Chris Cook and Brendan Keith, British Historical Facts, 1830-1900, in the reference section at JN 216 C65. For looking up people who sat in the House of Commons for particular seats at particular times – and many other kinds of people --  see http://www.leighrayment.com/ .

For works showing what happened year-by-year, so you can see how events from different realms of experience were interconnected in the experience of people who were alive then, see the Annual Register (a contemporary listing), which we have in Special Collections or online (it varies by year; see the library catalog, OneSearch). For a century-old British view of what was important annually in the nineteenth century, see Edwin Emerson, A History of the Nineteenth Century Year-by-Year , 3 vols, D 358.5 E52. For a modern version, which includes the major books published each year, see Michael Cox, ed., The Oxford Chronology of English Literature at PR97 O98.

Finally, for more specialized help on British sources from books that list Cabinet Papers covering Wales to guides to water-colour artists, see Sharon Propas, Victorian Studies: A Research Guide, 2nd edn (High Wycombe, England: Rivendale Press, 2006). This also includes websites on women's history, guides to published and unpublished nineteenth-century diaries, and much else. This book is not in our library, but it is at UCSD and thus available through the Circuit. 
Making Things Read Easily, Correctly, and Without Distractions  

1.  A sentence must have a verb and its subject.  If the sentence does not have both, it is a fragment (sent. frag.) and in error.  Fragment (no verb): “Bell, book, and candle.”  Another kind of fragment is when an otherwise complete sent​ence has a subordinating word like “because” or “but” put in front of it.  Frag​ment (because of subordination):  “Since we live nearby.”  This error can be fixed by getting rid of the subordinator; in this case, get rid of “Since.”   P. 7, Sect. 6
2. A clause is a complete statement with a subject and a verb; an independent clause is a clause that can stand on its own as a sentence.  Join two independ​ent clauses by using either a semicolon by itself, or by using a comma and a conjunction.  Do not join them with only a comma; that error is called a comma-splice. Of course you can also punctuate independent clauses as separate sentences.


   PP. 5-7, Sects. 4-5
3.  If a sentence has a substantial introductory phrase, put a comma after that phrase (as in this sentence).  But do not use a comma to separate the subject of the sentence from its verb; subject and verb can only be separated by a comma if there are two commas on either side of a complete phrase coming in between them (see Rule 4). 
Top of P. 5
4. When you add some information to an otherwise complete sentence, and you are adding that information in the form of a substantial phrase or clause, put a comma before and after the extra material, so that the extra words do not bump into and restrict the meaning of the words in the main sentence.  


However, if the new material must restrict the meaning of the words in the original sentence, it should not be separated from them by commas.  


The first case is called “nonrestrictive usage.”  The second is called “restrictive usage.”  Nonrestrictive (and correct): “The plant, which needs more water than you might think, is about to die.”  Restrictive (and correct):  “The plant that’s on the table needs to be watered.”

         PP. 2-5, Sect. 3

5.  The relative pronoun “that” is used to define things, which means it is used in restrictive (no comma) situations.  (See Rule 4 for what “restrictive” and “non-restrictive” mean.)  The relative pronoun “which” is used to relate things but not to define them, so it is used in nonrestrictive (comma-taking) situations.  See the examples at the end of Rule 4.

             P. 59

6.  Because a pronoun has to agree with the number of its antecedent, do not write such things as “Everyone went to their desks.”  Make both the pronoun and the antecedent either plural or singular.  Correct plural usage: “The stud​ents went to their desks.  Another correct plural: “All the students went to their desks.”  Correct singular usage: “Everyone went to his or her desk.”    PP. 60-61

7.  Italicize (or underline) the titles of books.  Do not italicise or underline the titles of articles, movies, or the chapters of books; put these in quotation marks.  A special rule:  Neither italicize nor underline nor put in quotation marks the word Bible or any of its books, such as Genesis or Exodus.        P. 38

8.  When an introductory phrase contains an “-ing” verb, the subject of that verb is the first noun or pronoun to come along afterward.  So avoid dangling the verb in phrases like this: “Having many children, the washing machine is always busy”—unless washing machines have kids.  Either give “Having” a proper subject or just get rid of it.  Correct (with “Having”): “Having so many children, I am always washing clothes.”  Correct (w/o “Having”): “Because I have six children, my washing machine is always busy.”     PP. 13-14, Sect. 11
9.  The items in a list need to be grammatically similar.  This is one aspect of parallelism.  Not parallel (because two of the three items are nouns and the third is an action):  “I like tacos, pizza, and eating ham​burgers.”  Parallel:  “I like tacos, pizza, and hamburgers.”  Another correct parallel: “I like eating tacos, pizza, and hamburgers.”  
   


    PP. 26-28, Sect. 19

10. Form the possessive by adding an ‘s to the end of any word that is sing​ular (“Lincoln’s,” “Arkansas’s”) or that forms its plural without adding an “s” (“children’s stories”).  Form the possessive of a plural that ends in “s” by adding an apostrophe after the “s.”  One emperor:  “the emperor’s decrees.”  More than one emperor:  “the emperors’ decrees.”  
               P. 1, Sect. 1, Para. 1

Form the possessive of a singular word that ends in “s,” if it is from the Bible or from ancient Greece, by adding an apostrophe with no “s” afterward:  “Jesus’ name”; “Pericles’ Funeral Oration.”     P.1, Sect. 1, Para. 2
11.  “It’s” is a contraction that means “it is.”  “Its” is the possessive of “it,” with no apostrophe permitted. (There’s no apostrophe in the other possessive pronouns, “his,” “hers,” “theirs,” “yours,”or “ours.” )    P.1, Sect. 1, Para. 3-4
12.  Do not write “In the book, it says that...” or “In the book How to Write, by Joe Blow, it says....”  Instead of introducing some artificial “it” as the subject of the sentence, cross out the extra words and just say “The book says that...,” or “In How to Write, Joe Blow says that....”  And look for any other oppor-tunity to cross out extra words.  

    

   PP. 23-24, Sect. 17
13.  A “novel” is a book-length fictional story, written in prose, such as Animal Farm, War and Peace, or any volume in the Harlequin Romances.   If a written work is not a book-length fictional story written in prose, it is not a novel.  None of the following can be described as a novel without confusing and distracting your reader, and most likely provoking laughter on his or her part: The Bible; The Koran; The Communist Manifesto; Webster’s Dictionary.

14.  Books say things in the present tense.  Historical events happened in the past tense.  Don’t get these situations confused.  Also, try to arrange things so you don’t have to go back and forth between the present and past tenses too quickly. That is, maintain tense consistency. 

            P. 31, Sect. 21
15.  Get to know Strunk and White, The Elements of Style.  You can buy it everywhere, it is short and pleasant, and it has a good index.  Read 
Chaps. 1-3.  Then find the parts you most need; read them again and again.  
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Notes on Papers: Argumentation, Evidence, and More

Writing the Paper

16. The Grading Standard: Having (1) a good introduction with a thesis (or argu​ment) in it, (2) a good organization, (3) a good way of using evidence, and (4) a good flowing movement with careful transitions and a thoughtful conclusion (hav​ing a complete 1-2-3-4 structure, in other words) equals a B. An incomplete or un​clear 1-2-3-4 structure, such as a paper lacking an argument, or where one or more of the 1-2-3-4 elements fails to be convincing due to a pattern of grammatical or factual errors, equals a C, or a lower grade if there are multiple problems. 


An A is like a B, but shows deeper selection and judgment. That is, it shows that you know your sources well enough to select the best evid​ence to make your case and develop it interestingly – whereas a B shows merely good enough evidence, and good enough familiarity with the reading, and may contain minor grammar errors.

17. The Writing Process:
To develop your paper, (1) find a loose theme that you can assemble some evidence around. Take notes on the parts of the reading that per​tain to your theme, or perhaps just mark the related passages. 


Then (2) type up both the evidence that you have put together and your ideas about it. Read what you have typed. Move things around. In short, note the pattern that you have found in your evid​ence, the pattern that you have found in the world. 


Finally, (3) now that you know what the pattern – the argument – is, make the paper go with it. That is, write the introduction around that pattern or thesis.  Re​arrange, expand, contract, and polish the rest of the paper to go with the argu​ment, going back to your prim​ary sources a number of times to get new things and to check old ones in a new light. Update the transitions and the conclusion.


If you go through this process, you will not have to try to write the paper all at once, facing a blank screen, and writing a wordy introduction to a paper that you do not yet know the subject of. And because your argument will have come out of your evidence, you should get a nice tight fit between them.

Presenting an Argument

18. The Argument: And as Note 17 suggests, figuring out your paper’s argument usually comes late in the process. By an argument, I mean a thesis, a point. Making an argument, and using your sources to support it, is quite different from merely summar​izing your sources in a book-report sort of way. I want you to take items and ideas from within the sources and use them to make a point of your own. That is, write your own thing; don’t retype somebody else’s. 


So the argument is a thesis, a point. When you teach a class, or argue a case, or make a business presentation, you are not doing a book report; you are not merely summarizing printed material for its own sake. Instead, you are assembling, sel​ecting, and judging material that you are using to make your own point, as clearly, as con​vin​cingly, and as interestingly as possible. Writing an academic paper helps you to practice this key skill of finding and presenting evidence in order to develop an argument that will make sense to your reader or listener.

19. Note that when I say that you need an argument, I am not saying that you need to argue against whatever it is you are reading. You can always do that in a paper, but there is a world of other, often more interesting arguments for your paper to make. In academia, “argument” usually means “thesis.” It doesn’t usually mean a “heated emotional disagreement in which you try to deny and out-shout everything the other person is saying.” That is not what I have in mind when I am asking for an argument.

20. The one reason why you may have been asked to write book reports in the past – the reason why you may have been asked just to retype or repeat what was in the book – was to make sure that you were able to distinguish what the book actually said from what you assumed that it said. That is, were you reading and comprehend​ing, or were you just assuming?  


I am assuming that can read with that level of accuracy, and that I don’t have to assign book reports. So when you are assembling your evidence, remember the dif​fer​ence between what the text says and what you are arguing that it means. Genesis says “serpent”; it doesn’t say Satan. You would have to argue – not assume – that the ser​pent is Satan. You would have to make an evidence-based case. For one thing, you would probably need some evidence that the people who told the Genesis story had a con​cept of Satan. 

21. Do not say or keep saying, “My argument is that the Greeks were X.” Say instead “The Greeks were x.”

22. “Throughout history…” or “Ever since the beginning of time...” is almost never an appropriate way to start your paper or your thesis statement. The problem is that your evidence comes from specific times and places, not from all of time.  


I know that what you may be trying to do by making so broad a claim about all of time or all of human history is to set up a general truth about human​kind. Then you would like to address this general truth with your specific evidence. But coming to a general truth is a harder and more doubtful process than it might seem in an undergraduate paper.


So, because your evidence is about specific times and places, make your main claims about those times and places. What pattern have you found in the world – in the evidence that you have in front of you? Try something like this: 

The picture of Athenian democracy that Thucydides gives in his plague scene is different than the one given by Plato in the Apology. Both authors are critical of democracy, but they differ over what to do about it. Thucydides wants x, while Plato wants y. So even the anti-democratic Greeks differed among themselves in their view of the ideal political order. 

Adding “Ever since the beginning of time, people have argued about governments” to the beginning of this passage would weaken the paper. It would also be plainly un​true. Nobody was arguing about governments at the Big Bang, or even for most of the time since. Saying “Throughout history…” wouldn’t be much more accurate.

Research

23. Because you need to check things carefully in looking for the subtle patterns that will make your argument, you need trustworthy sources close to the times and the events they are talking about. You need sources that reveal people’s preoc​cupations and evasions and ideas, leading you where you did not know you were going before you looked at the evidence. 


Getting sources like that is called research. It can be carried out in prim​ary sources. It can also be secondary works, if they have gone through the process of being checked by other scholars and by professional editors. This process of check​ing is called “peer review,” and all the academic books in the library, and all the journal articles, too, have gone through it.  


Thus, these books and articles have much less of a chance of being inane, confusing, crazy, or evil than many a nice-looking but non-peer-reviewed website. 


In other words, there is a lot more B.S. in the world than there is careful know​ledge – knowledge that is carefully checked and carefully. Your job as an educ​ated person is to learn how not to waste you time with the B.S. knowledge, and in​stead to look for (and build upon) the more carefully assembled kind.

24. Do not confuse just looking something up with doing research. Research means that you are learning new things in context, things and arguments that you did not know you were looking for. Reference means that you suddenly remember that you need to know the population of Cleveland in the 2000 census. You go to Google and type in “cleveland population 2000.” You find out what you already knew that you were looking for and then you put it in your paper. And that’s fine – but it’s not doing research into primary-source evidence and sustained secondary-source argu​ments. Doing research means open​ing yourself to new things that you will not know you are looking for until you find them. 

25. Be careful of the Internet, where anybody can post anything. Only use the peer-reviewed online sources (chiefly the online versions of peer-reviewed printed jour​nals available through JSTOR and Project Muse), and online primary source docu​ments posted by archives such as the Library of Congress.

26. Do not use Wikipedia. It is not peer-reviewed. If you are going to look things up in an on-line encyclopaedia, why not use the Encyclopaedia Britannica, which is peer-reviewed? It is available on disk for few dollars, and for free through the SDSU library web site. Wikipedia has an advantage over the Ency. Brit. only in that it says more about pop culture. You may want to look up all names and powers of all the villains ever to appear on “Buffy: The Vampire Slayer” – but you probably do not need to do this for a school paper about the more distant past.
27. The Internet, like each major new medium to have appeared before it (mass prod​​uced books, news​papers, magazines, mass mailings, movies, radio, television, per​son-al computers, CD-ROMS), has (1) expanded the amount of information exchanged, (2) changed how information is used and owned, and (3) replaced aspects of the old media that were better suited to the new form – without ever killing off the older media on the list, each of which continues to thrive where it is the best choice.  

The Internet has replaced or will replace many alphabetic or otherwise arbi​t​rarily arranged printed reference books. These were “bad” books, unsuited to the  book format. An alphabetical arrangement took no advantage of one of the book’s best and most enduring features, which is the communication of carefully worked out seq​uential thought or expression in a permanent order. 


Besides replacing many kinds of reference books and adding to them a multi-dimensional and cross-volume search capacity, the Internet also replaced lib​rary pam​phlet collections (“vertical files”), plus aspects of magazine culture. 


But the Internet did not kill off books and journals any more than it killed off radio or tv. You need to master each. Think about the kinds of information and/or wis​dom that could be embodied in sources of different kinds. Think about the points of view of the producers and consumers of the different kinds of media.

28. Do not forget your task, which is to look carefully at evidence and say something clear about it. A paper of this kind is one thing. It is quite an​other thing, and one deserving a much lower grade, just to sit down and type out the hist​or​ical narrative as related on some website, or even in the Encyclopaedia Britannica  itself. I want orig​inal writing from you, not a typed summary of what other people have said. Do not turn your paper into an exercise in retyping some​thing that already exists, rather than an exercise in writing and re​writing some​thing new.  

Finishing Up

29. Reread and edit your work for simplicity and clarity – not the night when you finish it, but another day when you can read it with a fresh eye, and the self-hypnosis that tells you that it is absolutely perfect has worn off.  And try to write simply in the first place. Do not overload your sentences with side-comments on various philo​soph​ical principles that are running through your mind, and you think maybe through the mind of your reader. One complicated mind talks to another not through typing out every passing nuance – but through simple sentences. Stream-of-consciousness, super-complicated, catch-all-my-nuances-in-sentences-the-size-of-paragraphs writing is hard to pull off, and impossible to pull off when combined with the main task before you: clear, analytical, evidence-based writing. So one thing to do while editing is to remove some of the complications that made sense while you were writing, but that get in the way of the simpler message that you now see you were trying for. 

30. Never use report covers, and avoid cover sheets. 31. Always number your pages, never including the cover sheet in the numbering. 32. Put your name, the date, and the day and time that your class meets on the first page of your paper. 33. Back up your claims and quotations with footnotes or endnotes in the Chicago style (see the library website). 34. Use full publishing information in the first refer​ence to a work, but the shortened format (last-name-of-author, short title, p. #) in later refer​ences. 35. Never use “etc.” 36. Do not use “” around block quotations (which are >3 lines and indented on both sides—see note 22). 37. Keep a copy of your work. 

ASSIGNMENT ONE: BRAINSTORMING A TOPIC

Three different areas of history that you might explore

	1
	2
	3


Theories or Overall Pictures of that topic of history (Main ideas; call #s, citations)

	1

________________________

Call #s or citations:
	2

________________________

Call #s or citations:


	3

________________________

Call #s or citations:


Details about that topic (call #s, citations)

	1
	2
	3


Primary sources that you can get at (titles, call #s, citations, locations)

	1
	2
	3


Questions to Explore / Stories to Tell

	1
	2
	3


To-Do List

	1

2

3

4

5
	1

2

3

4

5
	1

2

3

4

5


ASSIGNMENT TWO: EVALUATION OF TOPIC

Write two pages (double-spaced) on each of the following:

1) Which of your three topics you have chosen and why.

2) What the major works in the field are, and the ins and outs of each – as regards ease of access, ease of use, theoretical presuppositions, and reliability.

3) What sources you plan to examine and how you are going to get them, especially the primary sources.

ASSIGNMENT THREE: WHAT YOUR SOURCES LOOK LIKE, AND THE STRUCTURE THEY ARE LEADING YOU TO.

Write a paragraph on each major source, describing what it says and the significance of what it says, and giving one or more significant direct quotations, properly footnoted.  Turn in your source-paragraphs in three labeled sections: (1) “Sources for the Introduction / Historiography”; (2) “General Sources” that will recur throughout the paper; and (3) “Sources for Particular Parts of the Paper” (try to put these roughly into the order that they will appear, to the extent that you know).

ASSIGNMENT FOUR: HOW MUCH DETAILTO PUT IN (OR LEAVE IN) AS YOU WRITE

Write two 1-2 page essays, with footnotes to both the course readings and the books and sources that you are working with, that cover these topics:

1) Do you have humanistic questions or themes that will make your final paper interesting? What are they?

2) In trying to make your paper interesting and give it appealing themes, are you committing the sin of Whig history? How might you avoid doing so?

Also, attach pieces of your draft (extracts of one page or less) and refer to them in your two essays for this assignments – number your extracts so you can refer to them easily, and attach them after your essays.  

RESPONSE SHEET FOR DRAFT ESSAY BY _________________________________

RESPONSE BY _______________________________________

For each category, please write “NW” for “Needs Work,” “CA” for Coming Along, or “VG ” for Very Good.  And write any other comments that you think useful.

Use and Interpretation of Primary Sources_____________

Research and Use of Secondary Sources_____________

Organization___________

Argument___________

Human Interest_____________

Faithfulness to the Past ________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

Overall Comments:

�If you are of a typical college age, the process of reaching some general conclusions will con�tinue for a number of years yet. It depends on whether you surround yourself with good and soulful and humorous people down through the years, and on how deeply you pay atten�tion to what they say and do. More especially it depends on whether you pay attention to what, deep down, they think of what you say and do. So it is a kind of listen�ing. In other words, your main primary sources about people are yourself and the people around you, if you pay good attention. But historical sources are primary sources, too.
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