Final Exam Questions.  History 418
Ed Beasley

THERE ARE FOUR QUESTIONS HERE. THE WILL BE THREE ON THE EXAM. YOU WILL WRITE ON TWO OF THOSE, OF YOUR CHOICE.

You will need to use at least three major pieces of evidence (three different books or sources) per question. Give the reader a clear understanding of each source that you are paraphrasing. 

This task of proving and backing up what you say needs to be embedded in another task: Writing an essay that is clear, with a clear thesis, with an introduction, body paragraphs, and a conclusion. 

The different turns of phrase in the questions below are there to help you think through the topic and make an argument of your own. Do not worry over the exact wording of the questions. Worry instead about what evidence you have for happened in England, and the argument that you develop out of that evidence.  

Did Britain simply bumble into its major achievements, such as the Industrial Revolution, the territorial acquisitions of the late-Victorian period of the New Imperialism, and victory in the World Wars, or was it particularly well-organized or well-situated to take advantage of these developments? 

Did the rich and powerful, in arranging freedom and prosperity for themselves from 1689 on, leave room for the poor to share in the good things in life -- or did the poor wrest concessions from the rich? What role did public opinion play? And what kinds of people constituted the “public”?  

Analyze and make a case about the contrast between the anti-Catholic, conservative world view of the constitutional documents of the late 17th and early 18th centuries and modern views. Discuss and make an argument on the way old ideas and class structures have persisted – for good or ill – through twentieth century Britain. Is it significant that modern freedoms are grounded in very old documents written from a pre-modern perspective?

Were the hardships and social strife of the first half of the twentieth century the result of serious flaws that had existed in the Victorian world, or were there no such flaws?

