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LEARNING GOALS: (Knowing modern European history in different degress of detail / Exploring the nature of historical knowledge / Writing well-organized, well-supported historical arguments / Discussing historical sources as a way to develop and extend those arguments):

We are going to look at European history since the outbreak of the French Revolution. Beyond that, this class also has the more general goals of all upper-division history classes, namely exercising your research and writing skills and enlarging your understanding of particular themes of your own choosing. Why should history classes focus on these things? 


Let's step back a minute and consider what history has to offer: History does not give quantifiable, experimentally verified, generalizable laws about human nature, laws that can be used to predict what will happen in any one situation the way scientists can predict the flight of an asteroid or doctors the course of a disease. Instead of striving for general laws, historians retell stories about the past, trying not to lose sight of what is specific about each situation – that is, trying not to lose sight of the kind of knowledge that would be lost by trying to strip things down into some (fairly dubious) abstract law. We are less ambitious than the social scientists who might be trying to come up with predictive theories about the human world, but perhaps we are also more realistic about what is possible in scholarship;


While looking at the past, historians use evidence carefully to keep their stories grounded in reality and bring them to life. Historians also try to express things in clear language, so as to pass on the knowledge of the past most effectively. Historians also tend to believe that striving for clear language means stripping away confusion and getting closer to the plain essence of a situation. 


What does all this mean in practice, for you?: It means researching and writing clear papers on subjects of your own choice, within the overall subject area of the class as outlined above. Can you look at evidence about the past, select what you need from that evidence, and integrate it into well-supported stories and arguments about key historical questions and key humanistic issues? That should add some human experience and wisdom to your mind, showing you what people have done, how they have lived, what they have cared about, and where our world comes from -- even if it does not give you mathematical laws by which you might predict human behavior in new situations. 


What does all this mean in practice, for you? It means that in this class you need to think like an historian. You will research and write clear papers on subjects of your own choice, within the overall subject area of Modern Euopean History. Can you look at evidence about the past, select what you need from that evidence, integrate it into well-supported stories and arguments about key historical questions and key humanistic issues, and express yourself clearly? In this class the main subjects we will cover are the French and Industrial Revolutions; the nineteenth-century attempts to find stability in their aftermath, as expressed through the ideologies of libralism, conservatism, socialism, anarchism, nationalism, and imperialism; the growth of cities and gloabalization; the breakdown and barbarism of WWI and WWII, and the attempt to put Europe back together afterward, drawing on the best of the nineteenth-century acheivement without, it was hoped, the excesses of nationalism, imperialism, and racism.  



LEARNING OUTCOMES: You can demonstrate that you have met the learning goals by being able to select, organize, judge, and incorporate into a thesis-evidence argument important evidence about some of the major trends and themes that we are studying. Your task in your answers is not to summarize the reading. Your task is to exercise selection and judgment in taking from the read​ings whatever you need to make your points. The arguments that you choose (and the understanding that you show in researching and expressing things) will help me to see that you know enough about the history. Let me be clear: I do not want to read summaries or book reports; I want to read arguments of yours – arguments that show that you have mastered the readings and key issues. 

Part one: RevoLutionary Europe, 1789-1815. 

WEEK I {21 Aug.}: THE coming of the French Revolution.

Reading: Gershoy, 9-55, 108-133.

WEEK II {28 Aug.}:  THE FRENCH REVOLUTION FROM 1791 TO NAPOLEON: TERROR, REACTION, AND EMPIRE.


Reading: Gershoy, 56-101, 133-165, 176-180. 

Documentary: Portions of "Napoleon," directed by Dave Grubin (2000).

WEEK III {4 Sept.}: Labor Day, no class. 

WEEK IV {11 Sept.}:  THE FRENCH WARS AND THE SPREAD OF NATIONALISM, 1792-1815.


Reading: Davies, 675-757.

Part Two: England, the end of 10,000-year Long agricultural Phase of Humanity, and the Creation of the Third Phase (Or, why you don’t have to be a farmer and You can do what you want).

WEEK V {18 Sept.}: TRIUMPHANT ENGLAND AND ITS INDUSTRY, TO 1851.  


Readings: Davies, 759-817; A Christmas Carol. 

WEEK VI {25 Sept.}: CONTINENTAL REACTION, 1815-1848.


Readings: Davies, 817-841; Marx, The Communist Manifesto.

Part Three: THree Ways to Deal with Modernity

—Eng​land, France, and the East, 1848-1914.
Week VII {2 Oct.}:  England: 
Debate, Diversity, Mass Politics, Evolution, Imperialism.  

Reading: J.S. Mill, On Liberty, 42-53, 97-151, 159-166.  
Week VIII {9 Oct.}:  France: Continuing Instability.

Readings: Davies, 817-879; Tocqueville and J.S. Mill in our Mill book, 167-170, 174-176.
WEEK IX {16 Oct.}: NATIONALISM, CENTRALIZATION, AND BOURGEOIS SOCIETY ON THE CONTINENT.


Readings: Davies, 879-896; E.M. Forster xerox; Tolstoy, “The Kreuzer Sonata.”  
Documentary: 'Wilhelm II of Germany"
Part Four:  The Second Thirty Years War, 1914-1945—Flaws in the Liberal

Achievement, or Not Enough Liber​alism?
WEEK X {23 Oct.}: WWI.


Reading: Davies, 896-926; xeroxed poems.    
WEEK XI {30 Oct.}: LENIN AND MUSSOLINI.


Readings: Davies, 926-991.
WEEK XII {6 Nov.}: STALIN AND HITLER.


Readings: Lenin's 1922 "Testament"(online); Lydia Chukovskaya, Sofia Petrovna. 

WEEK XIII {13 Nov.}:  WWII – War aims.
Reading: George Orwell, The Lion and the Unicorn: Socialism and the English Genius.
WEEK XIV {20 Nov.}: WWII  AND THE HOLOCAUST.   No Class Meeting

Reading: Davies, 991-1055. 

WEEK XV {27 Nov}: WWII  AND THE HOLOCAUST.

Readings: Marrus, The Nuremberg War Crimes Trial, selections. 

Part Five: The Jet Age, The COld War, Coca COla, ANd COlor T.V.: 

A new NORMALITY, 1945 to the Present.

WEEK XVI {4 Dec.}:  The Cold War.


Readings: Davies, 1057-1136; Orwell, "Politics and the English Language"..

WEEK XVII {11 Dec.}:  The Cold War.


Readings: Davies, 1057-1136; Orwell, "Politics and the English Language"..

Books:
Lydia Chukovskaya, Sofia Petrovna (European Classics, 1994)

Norman Davies, Europe: A History (Harper Perennial, 1996).

Charles Dickens, A Christmas Carol (1843; Bantam Classic, 1986).

Leo Gershoy, The Era of the French Rev​olution, 1789-1799 (1957; Krieger, 1984).

Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels, The Communist Manifesto (1848; Pocket Books, 1964).

Michael Marrus, The Nuremberg War Crimes Trial: A Documentary History (Bedford/St Martins).
John Stuart Mill, On Liberty (1859; Broadview).

George Orwell, The Orwell Reader (Harcourt).
Leo Tolstoy, The Kreutzer Sonata and Other Short Stories (1891; Dover Thrift, 1993).

Assignments:

There will be four in-class hour- to hour-and-a-quarter writing assignments, based on loose prompts that we will discuss in earlier class periods, and short readings which I will give out at the beginning of the writing period and which you will need to incorporate into your answer.  You will write on the blank paper I provide, and you will use no notes or electronic devices. Each of these writing assingments will count for 20% of your grade. So these assignments will add up to 80% of your grade.

Make-ups will be allowed only in the case of a documented emergency, and will require you to use different readings.
The final exam will make up the other 20%. It will be in the regularly scheduled exam period: Wednesday, 13 Dec., 1:00-3:00. It will be just like the writing assignments, except you will write two one-hour answers instead of one answer for an hour and a quarter. 

Grading Formula: 

Each writing assingment (including the final exam) will be given a letter grade, with or without a + or -. An A+ will be worth 4.3 grade points, and A will be worth 4.0 grade points, an A- will be worth 3.7 grade points, and so on, down to the D-, which will be worth 0.7 grade points. An F will be worth 0.  

To calculate your overall grade, multiply the grade you receive on each assignment by the percentage for that assignment (.20 in each case) and add up all the results. 

I use course GPA instead of points because course GPA means that an A (4.0) is twice as good as a C (2.0) and four times as good as a D (1.0). Compare that to a 90% A, 80% B, 70% C, and 60% D system, where an A is only half-again better than a D, and an F might range in its point value from being worth 0 all the way up to 59%.

Grading Standards:

I believe in goal-attainment grading. That is, I am setting broad goals for your work, and if you meet those goals, you get the resulting grade. (What I am not doing is building up your grades out of points given for small tasks.) The system works like this:


B's: Making a case and having (1) an effective introduction, (2) a clear organization, (3) an effective use of evidence, and (4) a good flowing movement through careful transitions to a thoughtful conclusion (a complete 1-2-3-4 structure, in other words) equals a B. In other words, a B answer works. It does its job.


C's and lower: An incomplete or unclear 1-2-3-4 structure, such as a paper lacking one element, or a paper failing to be convincing due to a pattern of grammatical errors, equals a C, or a lower grade if there are multiple problems. 


A's: An A is like a B, but it shows deeper selection and judgment on your part. That is, an A is for a paper that demonstrates that you know the readings well enough to select the best evidence to make your case and develop it interestingly. A B answer shows good enough evidence from the readings, and good enough familiarity with them, and it may contain minor grammatical mistakes. An A paper will not make grammatical and stylistic mistakes; a B paper will show no repeated patterns of them. 

Failing People for Cheating Policy: 
The purpose of assignments is not to assemble something for me to read out of what you can find already written on the Web, or what you can get AI to write for you – but for you to exercise your mind in thinking and writing about history. If you assemble what others have said, and pass it off as your own instead of properly citing it, you may have filled pages but you have not done your work; someone else has done the thinking for you. Doing your work properly is giving me something that could only have been written by you, out of the sources in front of us in this class. If you turn in a paper that leaves me in no doubt that you have done these things, then you will probably get a better grade. Meanwhile there are university polices on cheating. They involve the professor reporting each incident to the Office of Student Rights and Responsibilities, and assigning an F either on the exam or in the course. I have followed those polices, and I will do so again. 

Standard Notices: 

Accommodations:  If you are a student with a disability and are in need of accommodations for this class, please contact Student Ability Success Center at (619) 594-6473 as soon as possible.  Please know accommodations are not retroactive, and I cannot provide accommodations based upon disability until I have received an accommodation letter from Student Ability Success Center.

Student Privacy and Intellectual Property: The Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) mandates the protection of student information, including contact information, grades, and graded assignments. I will use [Canvas / Blackboard] to communicate with you, and I will not post grades or leave graded assignments in public places. Students will be notified at the time of an assignment if copies of student work will be retained beyond the end of the semester or used as examples for future students or the wider public. Students maintain intellectual property rights to work products they create as part of this course unless they are formally notified otherwise.

Religious observances: According to the University Policy File, students should notify the instructors of affected courses of planned absences for religious observances by the end of the second week of classes.

Resources for students:  A complete list of all academic support services--including the Writing Center and  Math Learning Center--is available on the Student Affairs’ Academic Success website. Counseling and Psychological Services (619-594-5220) offers confidential counseling services by licensed therapists; you can Live Chat with a counselor at http://go.sdsu.edu/student_affairs/cps/therapist-consultation.aspx between 4:00pm and 10:00pm, or call San Diego Access and Crisis 24-hour Hotline at (888) 724-7240.  

SDSU Economic Crisis Response Team: If you or a friend are experiencing food or housing insecurity, or any unforeseen financial crisis, visit sdsu.edu/ecrt, email ecrt@sdsu.edu, or walk-in to Well-being & Health Promotion on the 3rd floor of Calpulli Center.
Medical-related absences: Students are instructed to contact their professor/instructor/coach in the event they need to miss class, etc. due to an illness, injury or emergency.  All decisions about the impact of an absence, as well as any arrangements for making up work, rest with the instructors.  Student Health Services (SHS) does not provide medical excuses for short-term absences due to illness or injury. When a medical-related absence persists beyond five days, SHS will work with students to provide appropriate documentation. When a student is hospitalized or has a serious, ongoing illness or injury, SHS will, at the student's request and with the student’s consent, communicate with the student’s instructors via the Vice President for Student Affairs and may communicate with the student’s Assistant Dean and/or the Student Ability Success Center.  

Sexual violence / TItle IX mandated reporting:  As an instructor, one of my responsibilities is to help create a safe learning environment on our campus. I am a mandated reporter in my role as an SDSU employee. It is my goal that you feel able to share information related to your life experiences in classroom discussions, in your written work, and in our one-on-one meetings. I will seek to keep the information you share private to the greatest extent possible. However, I am required to share information regarding sexual violence on SDSU’s campus with the Title IX coordinator, Jessica Rentto 619-594-6017. She (or her designee) will contact you to let you know about accommodations and support services at SDSU and possibilities for holding accountable the person who harmed you. Know that you will not be forced to share information you do not wish to disclose and your level of involvement will be your choice. If you do not want the Title IX Officer notified, instead of disclosing this information to your instructor, you can speak confidentially with the following people on campus and in the community. They can connect you with support services and discuss options for pursuing a University or criminal investigation. Sexual Violence Victim Advocate 619-594-0210 or Counseling and Psychological Services 619-594-5220, psycserv@sdsu.edu. For more information regarding your university rights and options as a survivor of sexual misconduct or sexual violence, please visit titleix.sdsu.edu or sdsutalks.sdsu.edu.

