SDSU   §   HIST. 407: EUROPE, 1500-1789  §   ED BEASLEY 

LEARNING GOALS: History does not give quantifiable, generalizable laws about human nature. It doesn't give rules that can predict what will happen the way scientists can predict the flight of an asteroid or doctors the course of a disease. History helps people to remember and think about the specifics of each situation -- rather than trying to strip things down into some (fairly dubious) general laws of human behavior. 


As historians we do several things: (1) We use evidence carefully to keep our knowledge of the past grounded in reality and to bring our picgture of the past to life. Going back to primary sources (sources written at the time) helps us as historians to avoid repeating the errors that have crept into the record over the years. (2) Though we love primary sources, we do look at what other historians and thinkers have said about past events, to see if we agree with these interpretations and whether we can improve on them. Can what the previous historians, social scientists, philosophers, novelists, poets, or politicians have said help is to ask better questions about history, or approach our historical sources with a more refined eye? (3) Finally, as historians we also try to express things in clear language so as to pass on the knowledge of the past most effectively. Historians tend to believe that striving for clear language means stripping away confusion and getting closer to the plain essence of a situation. 


If the second point (looking at the record of scholarly interpretations and seeing if we can modify it a bit) makes historians something like social scientists, then the third point (striving for simple language) sets us apart. We test what we are saying against our wider reading and sense of the roundness of humanity, and not by making isolated experiments or running statistical tests on narrow issues. Instead of running experiments, as historians we test what we are saying by whether we using evidence well and can express ourselves clearly.


What does all this mean in practice, for you? It means that in this class you need to think like an historian. You will research and write clear papers on subjects of your own choice, within the overall subject area of Early Modern Euopean History. Can you look at evidence about the past, select what you need from that evidence, integrate it into well-supported stories and arguments about key historical questions and key humanistic issues, and express yourself clearly? In this class the main subjects we will cover are the nature and achievements of the Italian Renaissance; the coming of the Reformation; the Northern Reniassance in France, Germany, and Italy; the rise of nations in Northern Europe; how arms races, economic conflicts, and mass killing led to a struggle between monarch and nobles; how that struggle led to absolutism in some countries and constitutional government in a few; how the Scientific Revolution and the Enlightenment arose at the same time; and how the aristocracy was challenged by new kinds of thinking in the run-up to the French Revolution. 


The key goals, then, might be mastering chronology (learning the major events and changes of our period); mastering evidence (by doing the readings, including the major primary source readings so you can experience the past directly); putting these readings into context by examining them in their historical background; and exercising your powers of synthetic thinking and expression (putting the story, the evidence, and the context together into balanced and clear oral and written arguments about significant issues connected with Early Modern European History).

LEARNING OUTCOMES: You can demonstrate that you have met the learning goals by being able to select, organize, judge, and incor​porate into a thesis-evidence argument important evidence about some of the major trends and themes that we are studying. Your task in your papers is not to summarize the reading. Your task is to exercise selection and judgment in taking from the read​ings whatever you need to make your points. The arguments that you choose (and the understanding that you show in researching and expressing things) will help me to see that you know enough about the history. Let me be clear: I do not want to read summaries or book reports; I want to read arguments of yours – arguments that show that you have mastered the readings and key issues. 

PART ONE: THE SOUTHERN RENAISSANCE. 

Week II {29 Jan.}:The Renaissance: Origins


Readings: Merry Wiesner-Hanks, 1-76, 217-239 in 1st edn; 1-83, 238-272 in 2nd edn.

Week III {5 Feb.}: The Southern Renaissance.


Readings: Jacob Burckhardt, The Civilization of the Renaissance in Italy (on-line – see my website); Giovanni Boccaccio, Decameron (on-line); Wiesner-Hanks, 117-146 in 1st edn, 128-159 in 2nd edn.

Week IV {12 Feb.}: How To Get on in Society.


Readings: Baldassare Castiglione, The Courtier, I, §§1-6, 12, 17, 32, 41-47, 49-51; II, §§ 1-4, 23-26, 38; 90-92¶3; III, §§9-18, 35, 50-52; IV, §§19-24, last ¶ of 30-34, 36-38, 41, 56-59.

PART TWO: REFORMATION AND COUNTER-REFORMATION. 

Week V {19 Feb.}: The Renaissance Project  / the Conflict between Luther and Charles V


Readings: Selections from Martin Luther, The Freedom of a Christian (on-line); Wiesner-Hanks, 79-113, 149-172, 239-249 in 1st edn; 88-122, 164-186, 263-272 in 2nd edn. 

Week VI {26 Feb.}: Calvin, Loyola, The Council of Trent.


Readings: John Calvin (on-line), Council of Trent (on-line); Wiesner-Hanks, 172-181 in 1st edn; 186-196 2nd.

Part THREE: The Northern Renaissance: The Renaissance/Reformation in Nation-States and the Search for Order. 

Week VII {5 Mar.}: Tudor England, 1485-1603.    


Reading: E.M.W. Tillyard, The Elizabethan World Picture; Wiesner-Hanks, 185-214 in 1st edn,. 202-227 in 2nd

Week VIII {12 Mar.}: France from 1494 to Henry IV.


Readings: Fugger Letters (distributed in class); selections from Michel de Montaigne, Essays.

Part FOUR: War and the Struggle over Who Pays for it, 1618-1715; Science.

Week IX {19 Mar.}:  The English Civil War and Interregnum, 1642-1660.  

Readings: Fugger Letters (distributed in class); Wiesner, 285-297, 303-307 in 1st edn; 316-328 in 2nd

Week X {26 Mar.}:  England To and From the Glorious Revolution, 1688/9.  


Reading: Wiesner-Hanks, 253-281, 307-312, 327-342 in 1st edn; 279-310, 340(last paragraph)-346, 366-383 in 2nd edn; John Locke, Second Treatise (selections on-line).

SPRING BREAK

Week X I{9 Apr.}:  Science/Louis XIV.


Reading: Read most of Steven Shapin, The Scientific Revolution; read Simon's account of Versailles and an account of the Edict of Nantes (both on-line); Wiesner-Hanks, 297-302, 371-374 1st edn; 328-332, 415-420 2nd edn

Part FIVE: THE EIGHTEENTH CENTURY—THE OLD RÉGIME.

Week XII {16 Apr.}:  The Little Louies: The French Model Elsewhere.


Readings: Voltaire, Candide; Voltaire, Philosophical Letters 8, 9, 11 (online); Wiesner-Hanks, 312-324, 343-362 



in 1st edn; 347-360, 383-403 in 2nd edn

Week XIII {23 Apr.}:  Globalization: The Seven Years’ War, 1756-1763; the American Revolution; and The Effects on France.


Readings: begin Alexis de Tocqueville, The Old Régime…; Wiesner-Hanks, 439-480 in 1st edn; 492-530 in 2nd

Week XIV {30 Apr}: Economic Changes 


Reading: finish Tocqueville, The Old Régime…; Wiesner-Hanks, 418-435 in 1st edn; 469-487 in 2nd edn

Week XV {7 May}: “Very Heaven”—on the Horizon. 


Readings: Tom Paine, Common Sense.

Books:
Merry Wiesner-Hanks, Early-Modern Europe, 1450-1789 (1st or 2nd edn)

Michel de Montaigne, Essays

Tom Paine, Common Sense
Steven Shapin, The Scientific Revolution

Jonathan Swift, A Modest Proposal

E.M.W. Tillyard, The Elizabethan World Picture

Alexis de Tocqueville, The Old Régime and the French Revolution.

Voltaire, Candide

Assignments:

Please note: I will be marking your papers carefully. Any special patterns of grammatical, stylistic, or citation errors are marked so that you will not make the same mistakes in subsequent papers. To that end, please turn in a copy of each previous paper with each new paper, held together with a document clip. 

personal contact policy: All papers must be handed to me in person in class or in office hours. They cannot be left for me in any place or mailed to me in any form. AND the discussion of the paper topic that you must have with me by the end of Week X must be in person in my office hours or by appointment. 
Failing People for Cheating Policy: When I read your work, I do not want to read pieces of Wikipedia or other on-line sources. That is cheating. 

The purpose of assignments is not to assemble something for me to read out of what you have found on the Web, but for you to exercise your mind in thinking and writing about history. If you assemble what others have said, you may have filled pages but you have not done your work; someone else has done the thinking for you. Doing your work properly means giving me something that could only have been written by you, out of the sources in front of us in this class, and out of other decent sources that you have found and properly cited. If you turn in a paper that leaves me in no doubt that you have done these things, then you will probably get a better grade. Meanwhile, there are university polices on cheating. They involve the professor reporting each incident to the Office of Student Rights and Responsibilities, and assigning an F either on the paper or in the course. I have followed those polices, and I will do so again.

Two Reading Write-Ups (each 15% of the course grade): On the Tuesdays of Weeks VI and XI, you need to turn in a 4-page, typed, double-spaced, thesis-evidence based write-up on an important issue from that part of the course, with an introduction, a body, and a conclusion, and Chicago-style footnotes.  A write-up turned late will be docked one-third grade per business day. 

7-9 Page Paper (30%): This paper will have all of the attributes of the reading write-ups, but it will be longer and involve more research.  The topic will be up to you. You must see me in my office hours and get your topic approved by the end of Week X—if you have not, you will get an “F” on the paper.  The paper will be due on the Tuesday of Week XIII. Late work will be docked one-third grade for each business day.    

Quizzes (10%): Four or five pop quizzes at the end of the period. Usually a short essay on a few lines of an historical source. Discuss the source in the context of the day's lecture.
Final Exam (30%): The exam will be in the university's regularly scheduled exam per​iod, Tues., 14 May, 4:00-6:00.

Language which the university now requires in syllabi for classes of this kind:

This is an Explorations course in the Humanities and Fine Arts. Completing this course will help you to do the following in great​er depth: 1) analyze written, visual, or performed texts in the humanities and fine arts with sensitivity to their diverse cult​ural contexts and historical moments; 2) describe various aesthetic and other value systems and the ways they are com​mun​icated across time and cultures; 3) identify issues in the humanities that have personal and global relevance; 4) demon​strate the ability to approach complex problems and ask complex questions drawing upon knowledge of the humanities.

Language which the university now requires in every syllabus:

If you are a student with a disability and believe you will need accommodations for this class, it is your responsibility to con​tact Student Disability Services at (619) 594-6473. To avoid any delay in the receipt of your accommodations, you should contact Student Disability Services as soon as possible. Please note that accommodations are not retroactive, and that accom​modations based upon disability cannot be provided until you have presented your instructor with an accommo​dation letter from Student Disability Services. Your cooperation is appreciated. 

Office: A&L 572
      Ed’s Office Hours:  TTh 2:15-3:15, & at other times by appt.
Edward.Beasley@sdsu.edu  http://beasley.sdsu.edu
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