History 407A, Ed Beasley.  


 
Questions for the Final Exam.

Make a well-organized and well-supported argument of your own.  Do not go through the points of the question exactly as they are written.  Simply let the questions serve as prompts for starting you off on developing our own argument, something like a reading-write up.  But however your thesis-evidence answer develops, be sure to use the sources that the question asks you to.

Everyone will ANSWER TWO of these questions, three of which will be on the exam.  Each should take 45 mins. to an hour; your will have the full two-hour exam period to write your two answers. STUDY THREE.
1.  To what extent do the cultural traits passed down in different parts of Europe over the centuries really cohere into national personalities—the English are like this, the French like that, the Italians like some other thing, or what have you?  Do the people living in different countries really have their own shared national tendencies that are consistent across the centuries, or is this idea illegitimate, a left-over from cheap nineteenth-century ideas about “the races of Europe”?  Use evidence from at least three of our readings, two covering different countries in the same century and two covering the same country in different centuries.

2.  How did the Enlightenment and Scientific Revolution differ from the Italian Renaissance—or did it?  Use evidence from at least three of our readings, including Burckhardt and Shapin.

3.  How did the Renaissance idea of how to live an individual life – as explored in Castiglione and Burckhardt – differ from later ideas of how an individual should live and act, as reflected in other readings from our course? 

4.  Which part of the European world that we have studied would you like to have lived in, and dur​ing which period?  Con​​sider evid​ence about any relevant political, social, and economic conditions.  In addition to using evid​ence from any of our readings that touch upon your chosen place and time, con​sider evid​ence about one other country; that is, make a case about why you have chosen your special place and not some other likely place.

