HIST. 106: Early Western Civ.   §   Ed Beasley   §    Summer '13

8 July – 15 Aug. / M-Th 10:00-11:40, AL-105 
                                                  Office Hrs, TTh 11:45-12:15, AL-572   
Tel.: 594-8461 (email preferred)         Edward.Beasley@sdsu.edu 


We will read a variety of primary and secondary works. You will develop your powers of judgment and synthetic thinking in order to build arguments of your own upon these sources.  Your arguments will take the form of in-class and out-of-class essays. 


We will explore the creation of the modern world of cities, science, leisure, equality, terror, and mass movements by looking at the area that, in 1800, held one-quarter of humanity and that invented the world we now live in. In exploring these phenomena, we will explore the discipline of history as a set of enquiries into the past; as a way of thinking that employs chronology and context; and as a product of the examination and comparison of sources.  


"LEARNING GOALS" AND "OUTCOMES" FOR THE CLASS: Studying history means examining evidence about events amd issues like those outlined above, and then synthesizing oral and written arguments of your own in a way that shows mastery of the main terms and periods that we are covering. This will allow you to demonstrate synthetic thinking (bringing multiple sources together) about the evidence that may be used to address major questions; you will also demonstrate a critical awareness of what those major questions might be; you will show a clear understanding of the periods and sequences against which these questions play out; and you will strive for a simple and clear way of expressing yourself.  

COURSE SCHEDULE

For readings marked for Part I of the week, please begin them before
the Monday class and finish them by class time on Tuesday.
For readings marked Part II of the week, please begin reading them
by class on Wednesday and finish them by class on Thursday.

Part one: The Old Regime

Week I: The Age of Louis XIV and John Locke

Read Locke’s “Second Treatise on Civil Gov​ern​​ment”, pp. 4-30, 56-64, 73-92, 131-132, 141-143.

Week II, Part 1:  The Age of Apparent Stability.



Read Voltaire, Candide; Hume, “Of the Original Contract”; Rousseau, The Social Contract, 169-218, 251-267, 290-307.

Part Two: Pan-European Revolutions, 1789-1848

Week II, Part II: The French Revolution.  

Read documents on-line.

Week III, Part i: England: Romanticism, Evangelicalism, Industry, after 1815

Read Dickens, A Christmas Carol.

Week iiI, Part II: Problems after the Democratic and Industrial Revolutions


Read The Communist Manifesto.

Part Three: Divergent Ways to Deal with Modernity—Eng​land, France and Germany, 1848-1914
Week IV, Part I:  England and the Honeymoon of Progress: Mill and Darwin.  
Read J.S. Mill, On Liberty, pp. 1-10, 50-100, 111bot-113.

Week IV, Part II:  France: Continuing Instability

Read James Joll, Origins of the First World War, pp.138-179, 219-248.

Week V, Part I:  Germany: Imposition from Above

Read Joll, The Origins of the First World War, pp. 49-82, 87-


101bot; E.M. Forster xerox.

Week V, Part II:  The Strange Death of Liberal Europe, -1914


Read Joll, Origins (254-291, 12-44).

Part Four:  The Second Thirty Years War, 1914-1945—Flaws in LiberalISM, or Not Enough Liber​alism?
Week VI, Part I:  The Waste Land: W.W. I and Mass Mobilization



Read selections from Friedrich Hayek, The Road to Serfdom; 
xeroxed poems.

Week VI, Part II:  The Primacy of Economics:  Left vs. Right with No Center, 1918-'39


Read Orwell, The Road to Wigan Pier (Part I parts; Part II  all)

Week VI, Part III:  The Limits of Rational Explanation.

Read selections from Kogon, The Theory and Practice of Hell; .

Part Five: The Modern International World

Week VII, Part I:  Back to Liberalism, or Forward to It for the First Time?: Mass  Society, 1945-1968.


Read selections from Martin Luther King, Strength to Love.
Books:

Barker, ed., The Social Contract (containing Locke, Hume, Rousseau.)

Charles Dickens, A Christmas Carol
 


James Joll, The Origins of the First World War.

Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels, The Communist Manifesto 

J.S. Mill, On Liberty

George Orwell, The Road to Wigan Pier

Voltaire, Candide 





Assignments: Essay quizzes on the lectures and readings will count for 30% of your course grade (although the lowest pop quiz grade will be dropped). They will take place on the Thursdays of Weeks II, III, and IV. A 4-page paper due the Monday of Week VI will count for 35%. The essay final exam will make up the other 35%. It will be on the last day of class. 

( Final exam topics will be distributed in advance.

( Topics for the paper MUST be cleared with me in person. We will discuss 
when and how in class. 

( Papers are due in class, never in my box, under a door, or by e-mail.
 
( Because this class centers on you reading your way through the sources, 
and we are on a compressed summer schedule, you must be careful 
not to get behind in your reading.
 
( Again, we are on a compressed schedule. I will need to get your work back to you before your next work is due. Then, at the end, grades are due soon after the final. I simply have no wiggle room for late work. And there is no wiggle room for me to put you on a different schedule from everyone else because your parents already bought plane tickets, or whatever. Don't even ask. Late work will be docked a grade a day (not a fraction of a grade, a grade). The only exception: Documented medical emergency.

Failing People for Cheating Policy: When I read your work, I do not want to read pieces of Wikipedia or other on-line sources. That is cheating. 

The purpose of assignments is not to assemble something for me to read out of what you have found on the Web, but for you to exercise your mind in thinking and writing about history. If you assemble what others have said, you may have filled pages but you have not done your work; someone else has done the thinking for you. Doing your work properly means giving me something that could only have been written by you, out of the sources in front of us in this class, and out of other decent sources that you have found and properly cited. If you turn in a paper that leaves me in no doubt that you have done these things, then you will probably get a better grade. Meanwhile, there are university polices on cheating. They involve the professor reporting each incident to the Office of Student Rights and Responsibilities, and assigning an F either on the paper or in the course. I have followed those polices, and I will do so again.

Place of the course in the SDSU General Education Program: This course is one of four Foundations courses that you will take in the area of Humanities and Fine Arts. Upon completing of this area of Foundations, you will be able to: 1) analyze written, visual, or performed texts in the humanities and fine arts with sensitivity to their diverse cultural contexts and historical moments; 2) describe various aesthetic and other value systems and the ways they are communicated across time and cultures; 3) identify issues in the humanities that have personal and global relevance; 4) demonstrate the ability to approach complex problems and ask complex questions drawing upon knowledge of the humanities.

