SDSU HIST. 105: Early Western Civ. § Ed Beasley § Fall '08

Office Hours: M 3:00-3:45, Aztec Center / TTh 12:45-1:45 and Th 3:00-3:45, AL-572    Tel.: 594-8461 (email preferred)         Edward.Beasley@sdsu.edu      
(no www) empiretheory.fortunecity.net

Together we will explore history as a set of enquiries into the past; as a way of thinking that employs chronology and context; as the attempt to construct and judge different stories of the past; and as a discipline that is focused on the selection, examination, and comparison of sources. We will read a variety of primary and secondary works. You will develop your powers of judgment and synthetic thinking in order to build arguments of your own upon these sources. In-class and out-of-class essays will help you develop your skills of evidence-selection, argumentation, and written expression. The theme? We will examine golden ages in western history, and to what degree they can be linked together into a single civilizational tradition that continues today.

Part one: The Greek and Roman Worlds. 

​​Week I: Definitions; Mesopotamian Heritage.

Reading: Genesis 1-9. (These are chapter #s.)
Week II:  Judaism: Pastoral, Civic, and Imperial, 1800-500 B.C.E.

Readings: Genesis 28-33, 37-45; Exodus 19-23; Joshua 6; Judges 4:4-10; 1 Sam. 8; 2 Sam. 6-7; 2 Kings 25:1-11; Psalms 137; Isaiah 40; Ezra 1:1-7. (The #s that come after the colons are verse numbers – where I want to specify parts of chapters.)
​​​​Week III:  Analyzing Greek History, 1800 to the 400s B.C.E..

Readings: Portable Greek Historians: Herodotus 27-35bot,71-79; Thucydides 217-245bot, 265-290. (Page #s.)
Week IV:  The Golden Age of Greece: The 400s B.C.E.


Readings: Euthyphro, Apology, Crito (Trial and Death of Socrates).

Week V: Rome in the last seven centuries B.C.E.

Reading: Portable Greek Historians: Polybius, 441-447, 483-501.

Week VI:  Christianity and Christian Rome in the First Seven Centuries C.E.

Readings: Job 1-9, 38-42; Mark1-8, 13; John 1; Acts 9:1-35, 25-28.

Part Two: The Middle AGES OF THE ROMAN WEST, 700-1348. 

Week VII: The Fused Strands Stretch North: The European Interior.

Reading: selections from Southern, Making of the Middle Ages.

Week VIII: The Spirit of the High Middle Ages.

Reading: Southern pages; Sir Gawain and the Green Knight.

Week IX: 1348 and the End of Certainty.

Reading: Southern pages; from Boccaccio, The Decameron (online).

Part THREE: The ROman Imperial Ideal in Politics, Culture, and Religion: The RENAISSaNCE and the Reformation. 

Week X: The Renaissance as Artistic and Scholarly Rebirth.

Reading: Selections from Burckhardt (online).

Week XI: The Renaissance and the Yearning for Order.

Reading: selections from Machiavelli, The Prince.

Week XII: Last Attempts at Roman Rejuvenation: From Charles V and Martin Luther to the Council of Trent.

Reading: Fugger Newsletters (xeroxed).
Part Four: BEYOND ROME?: Nation-States in The 1500s and 1600s.

Week XIII: Tudor England.

Reading: begin Tillyard, The Elizabethan World Picture.
Week XIV: The 17th Century: A New World Abroad, Insecurity at Home.

Reading: finish Tillyard

Week XV:  Nation States, Middle Classes, Final Thoughts.

Reading: Swift, “A Modest Proposal” (just the essay).

Books: 

M.I. Finley, ed., The Portable Greek Historians.
The Bible.
/       Marie Borroff, trans., Sir Gawain and the Green Knight.
Machiavelli, The Prince.
/
Plato, The Trial and Death of Socrates.
Southern, The Making of the Middle Ages.    /
Swift, A Modest Proposal.
Tillyard, The Elizabethan World Picture.
Assignments: Essay quizzes on the lectures and readings will count for 30% of your course grade (although the lowest pop quiz grade will be dropped). A 4-page paper due Friday Week XII will count for 35%. The essay final exam will make up the other 35%. 



( Final exam topics will be distributed in advance. Final exams are held in the normal room at the time listed in the on-line finals schedule.

( Topics for the paper MUST be cleared with me in person in office hours or by appointment by the end of Week X.

( Papers are due in class, never in my box, under a door, or by e-mail. 
( Exams cannot be made up except in the case of an emergency.


This course is one of four Foundations courses that you will take in the area of Humanities and Fine Arts. Upon completing of this area of Foundations, you will be able to: 1) analyze written, visual, or performed texts in the humanities and fine arts with sensitivity to their diverse cultural contexts and historical moments; 2) describe various aesthetic and other value systems and the ways they are communicated across time and cultures; 3) identify issues in the humanities that have personal and global relevance; 4) demonstrate the ability to approach complex problems and ask complex questions drawing upon knowledge of the humanities.

