History 101, Ed Beasley, Spring 2009.  


 Questions for the Final Exam.

You are not bringing anything into class except a writing instrument. The test is closed book, closed note, and closed notebook – we are providing the paper. 

For each question, plan on taking a couple of minutes during the exam to write down an out​line, giving the main point of your argument (you will put that point into your intro​duct​ory para​graph) and a word or two about each of the para​graphs that you plan. With your out​line in hand, you won’t get lost while writing.  You will know that you need to spend four or five minutes on this thing, that thing, and the other thing. So, with your outline before you, you can concentrate on one thing at a time instead of trying to do several thing at once. The outline is for you, not for us; it will not form part of the grade.

Each of your answers should have an introduction that states a thesis and theme, body paragraphs that discuss evidence, and a conclusion. Because you will not have any notes, you will be para​phrasing evidence rather than directly quoting it, and you will have no footnotes.  But you can still go into enough detail, remembering evidence and putting it in your own words, that the grading standard that we have always used continues to apply: A "B" answer discusses decent evidence competently, with an introduction-with-thesis, body paragraphs with evidence, and a conclusion. A "C" answer does not have all of these parts, or some of them do not work or are confusing or wrong. A "D" answer has no or very few parts that work well or are accurate, but it still shows us that you were in the class (so it's better than an "F"). An "A" answer shows us that you know the readings well enough to make your own interesting choice of specific pieces of evidence from within the readings, backing up a strong argument of your own, which is always to be desired. 

However this argument of your own develops, be sure to use the evidence that the question asks you to.

Everyone will answer TWO of these questions (weighted equally).  Each should take 45 minutes to an hour; your will have the full two-hour exam period to write your answers.
EVERYONE will write on Question A:

A.  Write the history of the modern world.  Back up your main examples or stories with evidence from at least three readings from this class.  Find a discernable direction or a key theme (or two) to give coherence to your answer, so it is not merely one thing after another. 

Write on ONE and one only of the following two of which will be on the exam. (That means that you should be prepared to write on two of them, because you don't know which one I am leaving out.)

1.  Was the twentieth century really more violent than preceding centuries, or do we simply know more about its violence because of photos, films, and the recentness of events?  Consider evidence from at least three sources from this course, representing at least two centuries. 

2.  What does it mean that the world is divided between more advanced economies with higher standards of living and less advanced societies? How did that situation arise? What have the historical consequences of this division been, so far? Use evidence from three different authors from this course to make a single unified argument of your own on some aspect of this issue.  

3.  Was the Industrial Revolution a good thing?  Look at the differences between life in preindustrial soc​ieties and in the industrial societies of the last two hundred years.  Con​sider evidence from three sources of ours, at least one of whom should focus on the period before the Industrial Revolution.  

